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FOREWORD 


The inspiration for this collection of Bible stories 
was given the adaptor by a small boy, who asked 
his mother to read a Bible story to him. She told 
him to bring her one of his books of Bible stories 
re-told for children, but he replied, “No, mother, 
I don’t want a made over story. I want a truly 
story from the surely Bible.”’ 

With present day education tending toward the 
giving to children that which is noblest and best in 
literature, there is no need of leaving out the most 
beautiful of all literature, the Bible. The love for 
it will be truly formed if given in its own matchless 
language; but put into words of the primer, it loses 
much of its value and charm. 

This adaptation is made in the hope that many 
children will enjoy it, and from it form a taste for 
the Bible as a whole. The stories are taken entirely 
from the Old Testament, the text of the King 
James version being followed with only such pas- 
sages or words omitted as are unnecessary to pre- 
serve the unity of the story and hold the attention 
of the child. Pronunciations and footnotes were 
taken from Webster and the International Bible 
Dictionary. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive . 
in 2023 with funding from ss. 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 


https://archive.org/details/trulystoriesfrom0000marg 
™ ~~ 
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NOAH’S ARK 


for he was a just man and perfect in his 
generations, and Noah walked with God. 
The earth also was corrupt before God; and 
the earth was filled with violence, and God said unto 
Noah: 

“The end of all flesh is come before me, for the 
earth is filled with violence! Make thee an ark of 
gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and 
shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And 
this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of. 

“The length of the ark shall be three hundred 
cubits,* the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height 
of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the 
ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the 
door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with 
lower, second and third stories shalt thou make it. 

** And, behold, with thee will I establish my cove- 
nant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou and thy 
sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’ wives with thee. 
And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every 
sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive 
with thee; they shall be male and female. 


*Cubit, the unit of measure, nearly 18 inches. 
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“Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their 
kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his 
kind; two of every sort shall come unto thee to keep 
them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food that 
is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall 
be for food for thee and for them.” 

Thus did Noah, according to all that God com- 
manded him, so did he. 

And the Lorp said unto Noah, “‘Come thou and 
all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen right- 
eous before me in this generation. Of every clean 
beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, and of beasts 
that are not clean, by two. Of fowls also of the air 
by sevens, to keep seed alive upon the face of all the 
earth.” 

And Noah did according unto all that the Lorp 
commanded him, and Noah was six hundred years 
old when the flood of waters was upon the earth. 

And Noah went in, and his sons and his wife, and 
his sons’ wives with him, into the ark, because of the 
waters of the flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts 
that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, there went in two and 
two unto Noah into the ark, as God had commanded 
Noah. 

And it came to pass after seven days that the 
waters of the flood were upon the earth. In the six 
hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, 
the seventeenth day of the month, the same day - 
were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, 


and the windows of heaven were opened. And the 
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rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 
In the selfsame day entered Noah and Shem and 
Ham and Japheth (ja’-féth), the sons of Noah, and 
Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with 
them, into the ark; they, and every beast after his 
kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his 
kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every 
sort. And‘they went in unto Noah into the ark, two 
and two of all flesh} wherein is the breath of life. 

And the flood was forty days upon the earth: and 
the waters increased and bare up the ark, and it was 
lifted up above the earth.. And the waters pre 
vailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and 
the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the 
waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth and all 
the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, 
were covered., And the waters prevailed upon the 
earth:a hundred and fifty days. 

And God reménibered Noah, and every living thing, 
and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and 
God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
waters assuaged. The fountains also of.the deep 
and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the 
rain from heaven was restrained, and the ark rested 
in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, upon the mountains of Ararat (&r’a-rat). 
And the waters decreased continually until the tenth 
month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the 
month, were the tops of the mountains seen. 

And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that 
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Noah opened the window of the ark which he had 
made, and he sent forth a raven which went forth to 
and fro until the waters were dried up from off the 
earth. Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if 
the waters were abated from off the face of the 
ground. But the dove found no rest for the sole of 
her foot and she returned unto him into the ark; for 
the waters were on the face of the whole earth. Then 
he put forth his hand and took her and pulled her in 
unto him into the ark. 

And he stayed yet other seven days and again he 
sent forth the dove out of the ark, and the dove 
came in to him in the evening, and lo, in her mouth 
was an olive leaf plucked off; so Noah knew that the 
waters were abated from off the earth. And he 
stayed yet other seven days and sent forth the dove 
which returned not again unto him any more. 

And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first 
year, in the first month, the first day of the month, 
the waters were dried up from off the earth; and 
Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, 
and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 

And God spake unto Noah, saying, “Go forth of 
the ark, thou and thy wife and thy sons and thy 
sons’ wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every 
living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth.” 

And Noah went forth, and his sons and his wife 
and his sons’ wives with him; every beast, every 
creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever 
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creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth 
out of the ark. And Noah builded an altar unto the 
Lorp and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

And the Lorp said, “‘ While the earth remaineth, 
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night, shall not cease.” 


And God blessed Noah and his sons. _ 


—Genesis VI: 8, 9, 11, 13 to 16, 18 to 22; VII: 1 to 
2h: VIII: 1 to 22; 1X: 1. 


JOSEPH’S COAT OF MANY 
COLOURS 


=| OSEPH being seventeen years old was feeding 
¢] the flock with his brethren, and the lad 
was with the sons of Bilhah (bil’ha) and 
with the sons of Zilpah (zil’pa); and Joseph 
brought unto his father their evil report. Now Israel 
loved Joseph more than all his children because he 
was the son of his old age, and he made him a coat of 
many colours; and when his brethren saw that their 
father loved him more than all his brethren, they 
hated him and could not speak peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream and he told it his 
brethren and they hated him yet the more. And he 
said unto them, “Hear, I pray you, this dream which 
I have dreamed: for, behold, we were binding sheaves 
in the field and, lo, my sheaf arose and also stood 
upright, and, behold, your sheaves stood round about 
and made obeisance to my sheaf.” 

And his brethren said to him, “‘Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion 
over us?” And they hated him yet the more for 
his dreams and for his words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream and told it 
his brethren, and said, “‘Behold, I have dreamed a 
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dream more; and behold, the sun and the moon and 
the eleven stars made obeisance to me.”’ 

And he told it to his father and to his brethren, 
and his father rebuked him and said unto him, 
“What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? 
Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?” 
And his brethren envied him, but his father observed 
the saying. 

And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock 
in Shechem (shé’kém); and Israel said unto Joseph, 
“Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? 
Come and I will send thee unto them.” 

And he said to him, “Here am I.” 

And he said to him, “‘Go, I pray thee, see whether 
it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks, 
and bring me word again.” 

So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, (hé’brtin) 
and he came to Shechem, and a certain man found 
him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field; and 
the man asked him, saying, “What seekest thou?” 

And he said, “I seek my brethren; tell me, I pray 
thee, where they feed their flocks.” 

And the man said, “They are departed hence, for 
I heard them say, “Let us go to Dothan’”’ (dd’than). 

And Joseph went after his brethren and found them 
in Dothan, and when they saw him afar off, even 
before he came near unto them, they conspired 
against him to slay him. And they said one to 
another, “‘ Behold, this dreamer cometh! Come now, 
therefore, let us slay him and cast him into some pit, 
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and we will say, ‘Some evil beast hath devoured him,’ 
and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” 
And Reuben (ru’bén) heard it, and he delivered him 
out of their hands, and said, ‘‘Let us not kill him!’’ 

And Reuben said unto them, “‘Shed no blood, but 
cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness, and lay 
no hand upon him,” that he might rid him out of 
their hands to deliver him to his father again. 

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto 
his brethren, that they stripped Joseph out of his 
coat, his coat of many colours that was on him, and 
they took him and cast him into a pit; and the pit 
was empty, there was no water in it. And they sat 
down to eat bread; and they lifted up their eyes and 
looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmaelites (ish’ 
ma-él-ites) came from Gilead (gil’e-ad) with their 
camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going 
to carry it down to Egypt (@’jipt): 

And Judah (jii’da) said unto his brethren, “What 
profit is it if we slay our brother and conceal his 
blood? Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 
and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our 
brother and our flesh.” And his brethren were 
content. 

Then there passed by Midianites (mid‘i-an-ites) 
merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph 
out of the pit and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites 
for twenty pieces of silver; and they brought Joseph 
into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit and, behold, 
Joseph was not in the pit, and he rent his clothes; 
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and he returned unto his brethren and said, ‘The 
child is not, and I, whither shall I go?” 

And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a kid of 
the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; and they 
sent the coat of many colours and they brought it to 
their father, and said, ““This have we found; know 
now whether it be thy son’s coat or no.” 

And he knew it, and said, “‘It is my son’s coat: an 
evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without 
doubt rent in pieces.”” And Jacob rent his clothes 
and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his 
son many days. And all his sons and all his daughters 
rose up to comfort him, but he refused to be com- 
forted, and he said, “For I will go down into the 
grave unto my son mourning.” Thus his father wept 
for him. 

And the Midianites sold him into Egypt unto 
Potiphar (p6ét'i-fir), an officer of Pharaoh’s and cap- 
tain of the guard. 


—Genesis XXXVI. 


THE KINE AND THE CORN 


JND it came to pass at the end of two full years, 
that Pharaoh (fa’rd) dreamed; and, behold, 
he stood by the river, and, behold, there 
came up out of the river seven well favoured 
kine and fatfleshed, and they fed ina meadow. And, 
behold, seven other kine came up after them out of 
the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed, and stood by 
the other kine upon the brink of the river. And the 
ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven 
well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

And he slept and dreamed the second time; and, 
behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, 
rank and good. And, behold, seven thin ears and 
blasted with the east wind sprung up after them. 
And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank 
and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it 
was a dream. And it came to pass in the morning 
that his spirit was troubled, and he sent and called 
for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men 
thereof; and Pharaoh told them his dreams, but 
there was none that could interpret them unto 
Pharaoh. 

Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, 
“TI do remember my faults this day; Pharaoh was 
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wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the 
captain of the guard’s house, both me and the chief 
baker; and we dreamed a dream in one night, I and 
he; we dreamed each man according to the inter- 
pretation of his dream. And there was there with 
us a young man, a Hebrew, servant to the captain 
of the guard; and we told him and he interpreted to 
us our dreams; to each man according to his dream 
he did interpret. And it came to pass, as he inter- 
preted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine 
office, and him he hanged.” 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they 
brought him hastily out of the dungeon; and he 
shaved himself and changed his raiment, and came 
in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, 
““T have dreamed a dream, and there is none that 
can interpret it; and I have heard say of thee, that 
thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.” 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is 
not in me; God shall give Pharoah an answer of 
peace.” 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph: 

“In my dream, behold, I stood upon the bank of 
the river, and, behold, there came up out of the 
river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favoured, and 
they fed in a meadow; and, behold, seven other kine 
came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and 
leanfleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of 
Egypt for badness. And the lean and the ill favoured 
kine did eat up the first seven fat kine, and when they 
had eaten them up, it could not be known that they 
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had eaten them, but they were still ill favoured, as at 
the beginning. So I awoke. 

*“And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears 
came up in one stalk, full and good. And behold, 
seven ears, withered thin and blasted with the east 
wind, sprung up after them, and the thin ears 
devoured the seven good ears. And I told this unto 
the magicians, but there was none that could declare 
it to me.” 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh; 

‘““The dream of Pharaoh is one; God hath shewed 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. The seven good 
kine are seven years, and the seven good ears are 
seven years; and the dream is one. And the seven 
thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are 
seven years, and the seven empty ears blasted with 
the east wind shall be seven years of famine. 

“This is the thing which I have spoken unto 
Pharaoh. What God is about to do he showeth unto 
Pharaoh. 

“Behold there come seven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt; and there shall 
arise after them seven years of famine; and all the 
plenty shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt 

& and the famine shall consume the land; and the 
plenty shall not be known in the land by reason of 
that famine following, for it shall be very grievous. 
And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh 
twice. It is because the thing is established by God, 
and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

‘“Now therefore, let Pharaoh look out a man dis- 
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creet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt; 
let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers 
over the land, and take up the fifth part of the land 
of Egypt in the seven plenteous years. And let them 
gather all the food of those good years that come, 
and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh, and 
let them keep food in the cities. And that food 
shall be for store to the land against the seven 
years of famine, which shall be in the land of Egypt, 
that the land perish not through the famine.” 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of all his servants. And Pharaoh 
said unto his servants, ““Can we find such a one as 
this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?”’ 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “‘Forasmuch as 
God hath showed thee all this, there is none so dis- 
creet and wise as thou art. Thou shalt be over my 
house, and according unto thy word shall all my 
people be ruled; only in the throne will I be greater 
than thou.” And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, ‘See, 
I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.” 

And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and 
put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in ves- 
tures of fine linen and put a gold chain about his. 
neck; and he made him to ride in the second chariot 
which he had; and they cried before him, “Bow the 
knee!’ and he made him ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, 
and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or 
foot in all the land of Egypt.” 
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And Joseph went out over all the land of Egypt. 

And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood 
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt; and Joseph went out 
from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout 
all the land of Egypt. And in the seven plenteous 
years the earth brought forth by handfuls; and he 
gathered up all the food of the seven years, which 
were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food in 
the cities; and the food of the field, which was round 
about every city, laid he up in the same. And 
Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sea, very 
much, until he left numbering, for it was without 
~ number. 

And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphnath- 
paaneah (zaf’nith-pa’a-né-a); and he gave. him to 
wife Asenath (as’é-nath), the daughter of Poti- 
phe’-rah, priest of On. And unto Joseph were born 
two sons, before the years of famine came, which 
Asenath, the daughter of Poti-pherah, priest of On, 
bare unto him. And Joseph called the name of the 
first-born Manasseh (ma-nis’seh), “‘for God,” said 
he, “hath made me forget all my toil, and all my 
father’s house.”” And the name of the second called 
he Ephraim (é’fra-im), “for God hath caused me to 
be fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 

And the seven years of plenteousness, that was in 
the land of Egypt, were ended. And the seven years 
of dearth began to come, according as Joseph had 
said; and the dearth was in all lands, but in all the 
land of Egypt there was bread. And when all the 
land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pha- 
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raoh for bread, and Pharaoh said unto all the Egyp- 
tians, ““Go unto Joseph, what he saith to you, do.” 

And the famine was over all the face of the earth; 
and Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold unto 
the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the 
land of Egypt. And all countries came into Egypt 
to Joseph for to buy corn, because that the famine 
was so sore in all lands. 


—Genesis XLI:. 


ai 


THE SEVEN YEARS OF 
FAMINE 


Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, “Why do 
ye look one upon another?” And he said, 
**Behold, I have heard that there is corn in 
Egypt; get you down thither, and buy for us from 
thence, that we may live and not die.” 

And Joseph’s ten brethren went down to buy corn 
in Egypt; but Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, Jacob 
sent not with his brethren, for he said, “‘ Lest, perad- 
venture, mischief befall him.’ And the sons of 
Israel came to buy corn among those that came, for 
the famine was in the land of Canaan (ka’nan). 

And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he 
it was that sold to all the people of the land; and 
Joseph’s brethren came and bowed down themselves 
before him with their faces to the earth. And Joseph 
saw his brethren and he knew them, but made him- 
self strange unto them and spake roughly and said, 
‘Whence come ye?” And they said, “From the 
land of Canaan to buy food.” 

And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not 
him. And Joseph remembered the dreams which he 
dreamed of them, and said unto them, “Ye are spies, 
to see the nakedness of the land ye are come.”’ 
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And they said unto him, “Nay, my lord, but to 
buy food are thy servants come. We are all one 
man’s sons; we are true men; thy servants are no 
spies.” 

And he said unto them, “‘ Nay, but to see the naked- 
ness of the land ye are come.” 

And they said, ‘‘Thy servants are twelve brethren, 
the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and, be- 
hold, the youngest is this day with our father, and 
one is not.” | 

And Joseph said unto them, “That is it that I 
spake unto you, saying, ‘Ye are spies’; hereby ye 
shall be proved; by the life of Pharaoh ye shall not 
go forth hence, except your youngest brother come 
hither. Send one of you and let him fetch your 
brother, and ye shall be kept in prison that your 
words may be proved whether there be any truth 
in you, or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye are 
spies.” 

And he put them all together into ward three days. 
And Joseph said unto them the third day, “This do, 
and live, for I fear God; if ye be true men, let one of 
your brethren be bound in the house of your prison; 
go ye, carry corn for the famine of your houses, but 
bring your youngest brother unto me; so shall your 
words be verified, and ye shall not die.” 

And they did so, and they said one to another, 
“we are verily guilty concerning our brother, in 
that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he be- 
sought us, and we would not hear; therefore, is this 
distress come upon us.” 
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And Reuben answered them, saying, ‘Spake I not 
unto you, saying, ‘Do not sin against the child,’ 
and ye would not hear? ‘Therefore, behold, also 
his blood is required.” 

And they knew not that Joseph understood them, 
for he spake unto them by an interpreter. And he 
turned himself about from them, and wept, and 
returned to them again, and communed with them, 
and took from them Simeon and bound him before 
their eyes. 

Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with 
corn, and to restore every man’s money into his 
sack, and to give them provisions for the way; and 
thus did he unto them. And they laded their asses 
with the corn and departed thence. And as one of 
them opened his sack to give his ass provender in the 
inn, he espied his money, for, behold, it was in his 
sack’s mouth. And he said unto his brethren, ‘‘My 
money is restored; and, lo, it is even in my sack,” 
and their heart failed them and they were afraid, 
saying one to another, “‘ What is this that God hath 
done to us?” 

And they came unto Jacob, their father, unto the 
land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto 
them, saying, “The man who is the lord of the land 
spake roughly to us and took us for spies of the 
country, and we said unto him, “We are true men, 
we are no spies; we be twelve brethren, sons of our 
father one is not, and the youngest is this day with 
our father in the land of Canaan.’ And the man, 
the lord of the country, said unto us, ‘Hereby shall 
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I know that ye are true men; leave one of your 
brethren here with me, and take food for the famine 
of your households and be gone;) and bring your 
youngest brother unto me; then shall I know that 
ye are no spies, but that ye are true men; so will I 
deliver you your brother, and ye shall traffick in the 
land.) <> 

And it came to pass, as they emptied their sacks, 
that, behold, every man’s bundle of money was in 
his sack, and when both they and their father saw 
the bundles of money, they were afraid. And Jacob, 
their father, said unto them, “Me have ye bereaved 
of my children; Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 
ye will take Benjamin away; all these things are 
against me.’ 

And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, “Slay 
my two sons, if I bring him not to thee; deliver him 
into my hand and I will bring him to thee again.” 

And he said, “My son shall not go down with you; 
for his brother is dead, and he is left alone; if mis- 
chief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then 
shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to 
the grave.” 

And the famine was sore in the land. And it came 
to pass, when they had eaten up the corn which they 
had brought out of Egypt, their father said unto them, 
“Go again, buy us a little food.” 

And Judah spake unto him, saying, “‘The man did 
solemnly protest unto us, saying, “Ye shall not see 
my face, except your brother be with you.’ If thou 
wilt send our brother with us, we will go down and 
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buy thee food; but if thou wilt not send him, we will 
not go down; for the man said unto us, ‘Ye shall 
not see my face, except your brother be with you.’ ”’ 

And Israel said, ““Wherefore dealt ye so ill with 
me as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother?” 

And they said, “‘The man asked us straitly of our 
state and of our kindred, saying, ‘Is your father yet 
alive? Have ye another brother?’ And we told him 
according to the tenor of these words. Could we cer- 
tainly know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother 
down’?” 

And Judah said unto Israel, his father, ““Send the 
lad with me, and we will arise and go; that we may 
live and not die, both we, and thou, and also our 
little ones. I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt 
thou require him; if I bring him not unto thee, and 
set him before thee, then let me bear the blame for- 
ever. For except we had lingered, surely now we had 
returned this second time.” 

And their father, Israel, said unto them, ‘“‘If it 
must be so now, do this; take of the best fruits in the 
land in your vessels, and carry down the man a 
present, a little balm,* and a little honey, spices and 
myrrh,f nuts and almonds; and take double money 
in your hand; and the money that was brought again 
in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again in your 
hand, peradventure, it was an oversight. 

“Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto 
the man. And God Almighty give you mercy before 


*Balm, any fragrant ointment. 
Myrrh, a gum resin, of an aromatic odor. 
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the man, that he may send away your other brother 
and Benjamin! If I be bereaved of my children, I 
am bereaved!” 

And the men took that present, and they took 
double money in their hand, and Benjamin; and 
rose up and went down to Egypt, and stood before 
Joseph. And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, 
he said to the ruler of his house, “‘Bring these men 
home, and slay, and make ready, for these men shall 
dine with me at noon.” 

And the man did as Joseph bade, and the man 
brought the men into Joseph’s house. And the men 
were afraid because they were brought into Joseph’s 
house and they said, “Because of the money that 
was returned in our sacks at the first time are we 
brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and 
fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, and our asses.” 

And they came near to the steward of Joseph’s 
house, and they communed with him at the door of 
the house, and said: “‘O sir, we came indeed down 
at the first time to buy food, and it came to pass 
when we came to the inn, that we opened our sacks, 
and, behold, every man’s money was in the mouth 
of his sack, our money in full weight; and we have 
brought it again in our hand. And other money have 
we brought down in our hands to buy food; we can- 
not tell who put our money in our sacks.” 

And he said, “Peace be to you! Fear not! Your 
God and the God of your father hath given you 
treasure in your sacks; I had your money.” And 
he brought Simeon out unto them. 
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» And the man brought the men into Joseph’s house, 
and gave them water, and they washed their feet, 
and he gave their asses’ provender. And they made 
ready the present against Joseph came at noon, for 
they heard that they should eat bread there. 

And when Joseph came home, they brought him 
the present which was in their hand into the house, 
and bowed themselves to him to the earth. And 
he asked them of their welfare, and said, “Is your 
father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he 
yet alive?” 

And they answered, “Thy servant, our father, is in : 
good health, he is yet alive.””’ And they bowed down 
their heads, and made obeisance. 

And he lifted up his eyes and saw his brother, 
Benjamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your 
younger brother of whom ye spake unto me?” And 
he said, “God be gracious unto thee, my son!” 

And Joseph made haste, for he did yearn upon his 
brother, and he sought where to weep; and he entered 
into his chamber and wept there. And he washed his 
face and went out and refrained himself, and said, 
“Set on bread.”” And they set on for him by him- 
self, and for them by themselves, and for the Egyp- 
tians, which did eat with him, by themselves; be- 
cause the Egyptians might not eat bread with the 
Hebrews, for that is an abomination unto the Egyp- 
tians. 

And they sat before him, the firstborn according 
to his birthright, and the youngest according to his 
youth, and the men marvelled one at another. And 
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he took and sent messes unto them from before him; 
but Benjamin’s mess was five times so much as any 
of theirs. And they drank and were merry with him. 

And he commanded the steward of his house, 
saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as 
they can carry, and put every man’s money in his 
sack’s mouth. And put my cup, the silver cup, in 
the sack’s mouth of the youngest, and his corn 
money.” And he did according to the word that 
Joseph had spoken. 
- As soon as the morning was light the men were 
sent away, they and their asses. And when they 
were gone out of the city, and not yet far off, Joseph 
said unto his steward, “‘Up, follow after the men, 
and when thou dost overtake them, say unto them, 
‘Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good? Is 
not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby 
indeed he divineth? Ye have done evil in so doing.’ ” 

And he overtook them and he spake unto them 
these same words. And they said unto him, “‘ Where- 
fore saith my lord these words? God forbid that 
thy servants should do according to this thing. 
Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks’ 
mouths, we brought again unto thee out of the land 
of Canaan. How then should we steal out of thy 
lord’s house silver or gold? With whomsoever of thy 
servants it be found, both let him die, and we also 
will be my lord’s bondmen.”’ 

And he said, “‘ Now also let it be according unto 
your words; he with whom it is found shall be my 
servant, and ye shall be blameless.” 
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Then they speedily took down every man his 
sack to the ground, and opened every man his sack. 
And he searched and began at the eldest, and left 
at the youngest, and the cup was found in Benjamin’s 
sack. Then they rent their clothes and laded every 
man his ass, and returned to the city. 

And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s 
house, for he was yet there, and they fell before him 
on the ground. And Joseph said unto them, “‘What 
deed is this that ye have done? Wot ye not that 
such a man as I can certainly divine?” 

And Judah said, “What shall we say unto my 
lord? what shall we speak? or how shall we clear 
ourselves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy 
servants; behold, we are my lord’s servants, both 
we, and he also with whom the cup is found!” 

And he said, “‘God forbid that I should do so! 
But the man in whose hand the cup is found, he 
shall be my servant; and as for you, get you up in 
peace unto your father.” 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said: “ 

“O my lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak 
a word in my lord’s ears, and let not thine anger burn 
against thy servant, for thou art even as Pharaoh! 
My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have ye a father, 
or a brother?’ and we said unto my lord,‘ We have a 
father, an old man, and a child of his old age, 
a little one; and his brother is dead, and he alone is 
left of his mother, and his father loveth him.’ 

“And thou saidst unto thy servants, ‘Bring him 
down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him’; 
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and we said unto my lord, ‘The lad cannot leave his 
father, for if he should leave his father, his father 
would die.’ And thou saidst unto thy servants, 
“Except your youngest brother come down with you, 
ye shall see my face no more.’ 

‘And it came to pass when we came up unto thy 
servant my father, we told him the words of my lord, 
and our father said, ‘Go again, and buy us a little 
food’; and we said, ‘We cannot go down: if our 
youngest brother be with us, then will we go down, 
for we may not see the man’s face except our youngest 
brother be with us.’ 

*“And thy servant my father said unto us,;‘Ye 
know that my wife bare me two sons; and one went 
out from me, and I said, ‘Surely he is torn in pieces,’ 
and I saw him not since; and if ye take this also from 
me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.’ 

*“Now therefore, when I come to thy servant, 
my father, and the lad be not with us, seeing that 
his life is bound up in the lad’s life, it shall come to 
pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with us, that 
he will die; and thy servants shall bring down the 
gray hairs of thy servant, our father, with sorrow 
to the grave. For thy servant became surety for 
the lad unto my father, saying, ‘If I bring him not 
unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my father 
for ever.’ 

““Now, therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant 
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord, and 
let the lad go up with his brethren. For how shall 
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I go up to my father, and the lad be not with me? 
Lest, peradventure, I see the evil that shall come 
on my father!” 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all 
them that stood by him, and he cried, “‘Cause every 
man to go out from me.” And there stood no man 
with him, while Joseph made himself known unto 
his brethren. And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians 
and the house of Pharaoh heard. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, “I am Joseph; 
doth my father yet live?” And his brethren could 
not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, “Come near 
to me, I pray you.” And they came near. And he 
said: 

“T am Joseph, your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. Now, therefore be not grieved nor angry 
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither, for God did 
send me before you to preserve life. For these two 
years hath the famine been in the land, and yet 
there are five years, in the which there shall neither 
be earing nor harvest, and God sent me before you 
to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save 
your lives by a great deliverance. 

**So now it was not you that sent me hither, but 
God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and 
lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the 
land of Egypt. Haste ye, and go up to my father, 
and say unto him, ‘Thus saith thy son Joseph, 
“God hath made me lord of all Egypt”; come down 
unto me, tarry not, and thou shalt dwell in the land 
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of Goshen (gd’shen) and thou shalt be near unto me, 
thou and thy children, and thy children’s children; and 
thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast. And 
there will I nourish thee, for yet there are five years 
of famine, lest thou and thy household, and all 
that thou hast, come to poverty.’ 

““And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother, Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh 
unto you. And ye shall tell my father of all my glory 
in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall 
haste and bring down my father hither.” 

And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and 
wept and Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover, 
he kissed all his brethren and wept upon them, and 
after that his brethren talked with him. 

And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s 
house, saying, ““Joseph’s brethren are come!” And 
it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “Say unto thy brethren, 
‘This do ye; lade your beasts, and go and get you 
into the land of Canaan; and take your father and 
your households and come unto me, and I will give 
you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat 
the fat of the land. Now thou art commanded, this 
do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for 
your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your 
father and come. Also regard not your stuff, for 
the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.’ ” 

And the children of Israel did so; and Joseph gave 
them wagons, according to the commandment of 
Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way. To 
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all of them he gave each man changes of raiment, 
but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of 
silver and five changes of raiment. And to his father 
he sent after this manner: ten asses laden with the 
good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with 
corn and bread and meat for his father by the way. 
So he sent his brethren away and they departed, 
and he said unto them, “See that ye fall not out by 
the way.” 

And they went up out of Egypt, and came into 
the land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, and told 
him, saying, “Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor 
over all the land of Egypt.” And Jacob’s heart 
fainted, for he believed them not. And they told 
him all the words of Joseph which he had said unto 
them; and, when he saw the wagons which Joseph 
had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived. And Israel said, “It is enough; Joseph 
my son is yet alive. I will go and see him.” 


—Genesis XLIT; XLITI; XLIV; XLV. 


ISRAEL 


sa] ND Israel took his journey with all that he 
I = | bad and came to Beer-sheba (bé’er-shé’ba), 
and offered sacrifices unto the God of his 
father Isaac. 

And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the 
night, and said, “Jacob, Jacob!”’ 

And he said, “Here am I!” 

And he said, “I am God, the God of thy father: 
fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make 
of thee a great nation. I will go down with thee into 
Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again: 
and Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes.” 

And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba: and the sons 
of Israel carried Jacob their father and their little 
ones and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh 
had sent to carry him. And they took their cattle, 
and their goods, which they had gotten in the land 
of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his 
sons with him, his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, 
his daughters, and his sons’ daughters, brought he 
with him into Egypt. All the souls that came with 
Jacob into Egypt were threescore and six; and the sons 
of Joseph, which were borne him in Egypt, were two 
souls, all the souls of the house of Jacob, which came 
into Egypt, were threescore and ten. 
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And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to 
direct his face unto Goshen; and they came into the 
land of Goshen. And Joseph made ready his chariot, 
and went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen, and 
presented himself unto him: and he fell on his neck, 
and wept on his neck a good while. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, “‘Now let me die, 

since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive!’ 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his 
father’s house, “I will go up, and shew Pharaoh and 
say unto him, ‘My brethren, and my father’s house, 
which were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me; 
and the men are shepherds, for their trade hath 
been to feed cattle; and they have brought their 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.’ 
And it shall come to pass when Pharaoh shall call 
you and shall say, ‘What is your occupation?’ that 
ye shall say, “Thy servants’ trade hath been about 
cattle from our youth even until now, both we, and 
also our fathers’: that ye may dwell in the land of 
Goshen: for every shepherd is an abomination unto 
the Egyptians.” 

Then Joseph came and told Pharaoh, and said, 
**My father and my brethren, and their flocks, and 
their herds, and all that they have, are come out of 
the land of Canaan: and, behold, they are in the land 
of Goshen!” 

And he took some of his brethren, even five men, 
and presented them unto Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, “What is 


your occupation?” 
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And they said unto Pharaoh, “‘Thy servants are 
shepherds, both we, and also our fathers.” They 
said, moreover, unto Pharaoh, “‘For to sojourn in 
the land are we come; for thy servants have no 
pasture for their flocks; for the famine is sore in the 
land of Canaan: now, therefore, we pray thee, let 
thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen!’ 

And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, “Thy 
father and thy brethren are come unto thee, the land 
of Egypt is before thee, in the best of the land make 
thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of 
Goshen let them dwell, and if thou knowest any men 
of activity among them, then make them rulers over 
my cattle.” 

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set 
him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, “‘ How old art thou?” 

And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, “The days of the 
years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty 
years: few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained unto the days of the 
years of the life of my fathers in the days of their 
pilgrimage.” 

And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from 
before Pharaoh. * 

And Joseph placed his father and his brethren, and 
gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the 
best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh 
had commanded. And Joseph nourished his father, 
and his brethren, and all his father’s household with 
bread, according to their families. 
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And there was no bread in all the land; for the 
famine was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and 
all the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. 
And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found 
in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for 
the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the 
money into Pharaoh’s house.“ 

And when money failed in the land of Egypt and 
in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto 
Joseph, and said, “Give us bread; for why should we 
die in thy presence, for the money faileth?”’ 

And Joseph said, “Give your cattle; and I will 
give you for your cattle, if money fail.” 

And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and 
Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and 
for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for 
the asses: and he fed them with bread for all their 
cattle for that year. 

When that year was ended, they came unto him 
the second year, and said unto him, “We will not 
hide it from my lord, how that our money is spent; 
my lord also hath our herds of cattle; there is not 
aught left in the sight of my lord, but our bodies, and 
our lands: wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, 
both we and our land? Buy us and our land for 
bread, and we and our land will be servants unto 
Pharaoh: and give us seed, that we may live, and not 
die, that the land be not desolate.” 

And Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh; for the Egyptians sold every man his field 
because the famine prevailed over them: so the 
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land became Pharaoh’s. And as for the people, he 
removed them to cities from one end of the borders 
of Egypt even to the other end thereof. Only the 
land of the priests bought he not; for the priests had 
a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and did eat 
their portion which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore 
they sold not their lands. 

Then Joseph said unto the people, “‘Behold, I 
have bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: 
lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. 
And it shall come to pass in the increase, that ye 
shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts 
shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your 
food, and for them of your households, and for food 
for your little ones.” 

And they said, “Thou hast saved our lives! Let 
us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we will 
be Pharaoh’s servants!” 

And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt 
unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth 
part; except the land of the priests only, which be- 
came not Pharaoh’s. 

And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the 
country of Goshen; and they had possessions therein, 
and grew and multiplied exceedingly. And Jacob 
lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: so the 
whole age of Jacob was a hundred forty and seven 
years. 


—Genesis XLVI: 1 to 7, 26 to 34; XLVITI: 1 to 28. 
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7a D ND it came to pass after these things, that one 


told Joseph, “‘Behold, thy father is sick’’; 
and he took with him his two sons, Manas- 
seh and Ephraim. . 

And one told Jacob, and said, “‘Behold, thy son 
Joseph cometh unto thee’’, and Israel strengthened 
himself, and sat upon the bed. 

And Jacob said unto Joseph, “God Almighty ap- 
peared unto me at Luz (liz) in the land of Canaan, 
and blessed me, and said unto me, ‘Behold, I will 
make thee fruitfuljand multiply thee, and I will 
make of thee a multitude of people; and will give 
this land to thy sons after thee for an everlasting 
possession.” And now thy two sons, Ephraim and 
Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of 
Egypt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine: 
as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine.” 

And Israel beheld Joseph’s sons, and said, “‘ Who 
are these?” 

And Joseph said unto his father, ““They are my 
sons, whom God hath given me in this place.” 

And he said, “Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, 
and I will bless them.” 
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And he brought them near unto him; and he 
kissed them, and embraced them. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, “I had not thought 
to see thy face: and lo, God hath shewed me also thy 
sons!’ 

And Joseph brought them out from between his 
knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the 
earth. And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in 
his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manas- 
seh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and 
brought them near unto him. And Israel stretched 
out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim’s head, 
who was the younger, and his left hand upon Ma- 
nasseh’s head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manas- 
seh was the firstborn. 

And he blessed Joseph, and said, “God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the 
God which fed me all my life long unto this day, the 
Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads! 
And let my name be named on them, and the 
name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let 
them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth!” 

And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right 
hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: 
and he held up his father’s hand, to remove it from 

Ephraim’s head unto Manasseh’s head. 
And Joseph said unto his father, “Not so, my 
father, for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand 
upon his head.” 

And his father refused, and said, “I know it, my 
son, I know it, he also shall become a people, and 
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he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother 
shall be greater than he, and his sons shall become a 
multitude of nations!” 

And he blessed them that day, saying, “In thee 
shall Israel bless, saying, ‘God make thee as Ephraim 
and as Manasseh’”: and he set Ephraim before 
Manasseh. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, “‘ God shall be with you, 
and bring you again unto the land of your fathers. 
Moreover, I have given to thee one portion above thy 
brethren, which I took out of the hand of the Amorite 
(Am/6-rit) with my sword and with my bow.” 


—Genesis XLVIII: 1 to 5, 8 to 22. 


THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 


OW these are the names of the children of 
Israel which came into Egypt; every man 
and his household came with Jacob: Reu- 
ben (ru-bén), Simeon (sim’e-6n), Levi, and 

Judah; Issachar (is’sa-kiir), Zebulun (zéb’u-ltin), 
and Benjamin (ben’ja-min); Dan, and Naphtali 
(naf’ta-li), Gad, and Asher (ash’er); for Joseph was 
in Egypt already. And Joseph died, and all his 
brethren, and all that generation. And the children 
of Israel were fruitful and increased abundantly, 
and multiplied and waxed exceeding mighty; and 
the land was filled with them. 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which 
knew not Joseph, and he said unto his people; “Be- 
hold, the people of the children of Israel are more 
and mightier than we: come on, let us deal wisely 
with them, lest they multiply and it come to pass 
that, when there falleth out any war, they join also 
unto our enemies and fight against us, and so get them 
up out of the land.” 

Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to 
afflict them with their burdens. And they built for 
Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom (pi’-thém) and 
Raamses (ra-im/’séz). But the more they afflicted 
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them the more they multiplied and grew. And they 
were grieved because of the children of Israel. 
And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to 
serve with rigour. 

And they made their lives bitter with hard bond- 
age, In mortar and in brick, and in all manner of 
service in the field; all their service, wherein they 
made them serve, was with rigour. 

And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, “Every 
son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every 
daughter ye shall save alive.”y 


—Exzxodus I: 1 to 14, 22. 


MOSES IN THE BULRUSHES 


ND there went a man of the house of Levi and 
took to wife a daughter of Levi. And the 
woman bare a son, and when she saw him 
that he was a goodly child, she hid him 
three months; and when she could not longer hide 
him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes and daubed 
it with slime and with pitch and put the child therein; 
and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink. And 
his sister stood afar off to wit what would be done to 
him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash 
herself at the river, and her maidens walked along 
by the river’s side; and when she saw the ark among 
the flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. When she 
had opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the 
babe wept; and she had compassion on him and said, 
“This is one of the Hebrews’ children.”’ Then said 
his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call 
to thee a nurse of the Hebrew women that she may 
nurse the child for thee?”” And Pharaoh’s daughter 
said to her, ‘‘Go.” 

And the maid went and called the child’s mother, 
and Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, “Take this 
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child away and nurse it for me, and I will give thee 
thy wages.” 

And the woman took the child and nursed it, and 
the child grew and she brought him unto Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and he became her on. And she called 
his name Moses, “‘ Because,” she said, “‘I drew him 


out of the water.” 
—Ezodus IT: 1 to 10. 
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THE FIRST SIGN AND THE 
es BEE SIGN, Oe 


E=-aIND Moses answered, and said, “But, be- 
 - hold, they will not believe me, nor hearken 
unto my voice: for they will say, “The 
Lorp hath not appeared unto thee.’ ” 

And the Lorp said unto him, “ What is that in 
thine hand?”’ 

And he said, “‘A rod.” 

And he said, “Cast it on the ground.” 

And he cast it on the ground and it became a ser- 
pent; and Moses fled from before it. 

And the Lorp said unto Moses; “‘Put forth thine 
hand, and take it by the tail’’ (and he put forth his 
hand, and caught it and it became a rod in his hand) 
“that they may believe that the Lorp God of their 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee!” 

And the Lorp said furthermore unto him, “Put 
now thine hand into thy bosom.” 

And he put his hand into his bosom, and when 
he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous as snow. 

And he said, “‘Put thine hand into thy bosom 
again.” . 

And he put his hand into his bosom again, and 
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plucked it out of his bosom, and, behold, it was 
turned again as his other flesh. 

“And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe 
thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, 
that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.” 


—Ezxodus IV: 1 to 8. 
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POWER BELONGETH UNTO 
GOD 


D Moses said unto the Lorp, “O my Lorp, 
I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor 
since thou hast spoken unto thy servant; 
but I am slow of speech and of a slow 
tongue.” 

And the Lorp said unto him, “‘Who hath made 
man’s mouth? Have not I the Lorp? Now therefore 
go, and I will be with thy mouth and teach thee 
what thou shalt say.”’ 

And he said, ““O my Lorn, send, I pray thee, by 
the hand of him whom thou wilt send.’*4 

And the anger of the Lorp was kindled against 
Moses, and he said, “Is not Aaron the Levite thy 
brother? I know that he can speak well; and also, 
behold, he cometh forth to meet thee, and when he 
seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. And thou 
shalt speak unto him and put words in his mouth, 
and I will be with thy mouth and with his mouth, 
and will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall 
be thy spokesman unto the people; and he shall be, 
even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou 
shalt be to him instead of God. And thou shalt 
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take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt 
do signs.” 

And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father 
in law, and said unto him, “‘Let me go, I pray thee, 
and return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, 
and see whether they be yet alive.” 

And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.” 

And the Lorp said unto Moses in Midian, ‘‘Go, 
return into Egypt, for all the men are dead which 
sought thy life.” 

And Moses took his wife and his sons, and set 
them upon an ass, and he returned to the land of 
Egypt: and Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “When thou goest 
to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those 
wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine 
hand. And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, ‘Thus 
saith the Lorp, “Israel is my son, even my first- 
born: and I say unto thee, let my son go, that he may 
serve me.’’’” 

And the Lorp said to Aaron, “‘Go into the wilder- 
ness to meet Moses.” 

And he went and met him in the mount of God, and 
kissed him. And Moses told Aaron all the words 
of the Lorp who had sent him, and all the signs 
which he had commanded him. 

And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together 
all the elders of the children of Israel: and Aaron 
spake all the words which the Lorp had spoken unto 
Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. 
And the people believed; and when they heard that 
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the Lorp had visited the children of Israel, and that 
he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed 
their heads and worshipped. 


—Ezodus IV: 10 to 21, 22, 23, 27 to 31. 
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BRICKS WITHOUT STRAW 


e ra O ND afterward Moses and Aaron went in 

4 and told Pharaoh, “‘Thus saith the Lorp 
God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they 
may hold a feast unto me in the wilder- 
ness!’”’ 

And Pharaoh said, ‘‘ Who is the Lorn, that I should 
obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the 
Lorp, neither will I let Israel go.” 

And they said, “The God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days’ 
journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lorp 
our God; lest he fall upon us with pestilence or with 
the sword!” 

And the king of Egypt said unto them, “ Where- 
fore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from 
their works? Get you unto your burdens.” And 
Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the land now are 
many, and ye make them rest from their burdens.” 

And Pharaoh commanded the same day the task- 
masters of the people, and their officers, saying, 
“Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
brick, as heretofore; let them go and gather straw 
for themselves. And the tale of the bricks which 
they did make heretofore ye shall lay upon them; 
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ye shall not diminish aught thereof: for they be idle; 
therefore they cry, saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice 
to our God.’ Let there more work be laid upon the 
men that they may labour therein; and let them not 
regard vain words!” 

And the taskmasters of the people went out, and 
their officers, and they spake to the people, saying, 
“Thus saith Pharaoh, ‘I will not give you straw. 
Go ye, get you straw where ye can find it; yet not 
aught of your work shall be diminished.’”’ 

So the people were scattered abroad throughout 
all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of 
straw. And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, 
“Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as when there 
was straw.” 

And the officers of the children of Israel, which 
Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were 
beaten, and demanded, “Wherefore have ye not 
fulfilled your task in making brick both yesterday 
and today, as heretofore?” 

Then the officers of the children of Israel came 
and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, “‘ Wherefore dealest 
thou thus with thy servants? There is no straw 
given unto thy servants, and they say to us, ‘Make 
brick’; and, behold, thy servants are beaten, but 
the fault is in thine own people.” 

But he said, “Ye are idle, ye are idle! Therefore 
ye say, ‘Let us go and do sacrifice to the Lorb.’ Go, 
therefore, now and work; for there shall no straw be 
given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks.” 

And the officers of the children of Israel did see 
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that they were in evil case, after it was said, “ Ye shall 
not minish aught from your bricks of your daily 
task.”” And they met Moses and Aaron who stood 
in the way as they came forth from Pharaoh, and 
they said unto them, 

“The Lorp look upon you, and judge; because ye 
have made our savour to be abhorred in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants, to put a 
sword in their hand to slay us!” 

And Moses returned unto the Lorp, and said, 
*“Lorp, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this 
people? Why is it that thou hast sent me? For 
since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he 
hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou de- 
livered thy people at all!” 
—Erzodus V. 


THE ROD AND THE SERPENT 


e5|HEN the Lorp said unto Moses, “Now shalt 
RS)| thou see what I will do to Pharaoh: for 
“| with a strong hand shall he let them go, and 
with a strong hand shall he drive them out 
of his land.” 
And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, 
“Tt am the Lorp: and I appeared unto Abraham, 
unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God 
Almighty; but by my name JmEHOvAH (je-hd’va) was 
I not known to them. And I have also established 
my covenant with them, to give them the land of 
Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein they 
were strangers. And I have also heard the groaning 
of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep 
in bondage, and I have remembered my covenant. 
**Wherefore say unto the children of Israel, ‘I am 
the Lorp, and I will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their 
bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched out 
arm, and with great judgments: And I will take you 
to me for a people, and I will be to you a God; and 
ye shall know that I am the Lorp your God, which 
bringeth you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. And I will bring you in unto the land, 
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concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abra- 
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it you 
for a heritage. I am the Lorp.’”’ 

And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel; 
but they hearkened not unto Moses for anguish of 
spirit, and for cruel bondage. 

And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, “‘Go in, 
speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the 
children of Israel go out of his land.” 

And Moses spake before the Lorn, saying, ““Be- 
hold, the children of Israel have not hearkened unto 
me; how then shall Pharaoh hear me?” 

And the Lorp spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
and gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, 
and unto Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to bring the chil- 
dren of Israel out of the land of Egypt. And it came 
to pass on the day when the Lorp spake unto Moses 
in the land of Egypt, that the Lorp spake unto 
Moses, saying, “I am the Lorp: speak thou unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say unto thee.” 

And Moses and Aaron did as the Lorp commanded 
them, so did they. And Moses was fourscore years 
old and Aaron fourscore and three years old, when 
they spake unto Pharaoh. 

And the Lorp spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, 
saying, “When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying, 
‘Shew a miracle for you,’ then thou shalt say unto 
Aaron, ‘Take thy rod and cast it before Pharaoh, 
and it shall become a serpent.’ ”’ 

And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and 
they did so as the Lorp had commanded: and Aaron 
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cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and before his 
servants, and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh 
also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the 
magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner 
with their enchantments. For they cast down every 
man his rod, and they became serpents; but Aaron’s 
rod swallowed up their rods. 


—Ezodus VI: 1 to 138, 28, 29; VII: 6 to 12. 
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THE PLAGUE OF FROGS 


IND the Lorp spake unto Moses, “Go unto 
Pharaoh, and say unto him, “Thus saith the 
Lorp, “Let my people go that they may 
serve me. And if thou refuse to let them 
go, behold I will smite all thy borders with frogs; and 
the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which 
shall go up and come into thine house, and into thy 
bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house 
of thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thine 
ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs; and the 
frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, 
and upon all thy servants”’’ ”’ 

And the Lorp spake unto Moses, “Say unto 
Aaron, ‘Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over 
the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and 
cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt.’ ” 

And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters 
of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the 
land of Egypt. And the magicians did so with their 
enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land 
of Egypt. Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, 
and said, “Entreat the Lorn, that he may take away 
the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will 
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let the people go, that they may do sacrifice unto 
the Lorp.”’ 

And Moses said unto Pharaoh, ‘“‘Glory over me! 
When shall I entreat for thee, and for thy servants, 
and for thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee 
and thy houses, that they may remain in the river 
only?” 

And he said, “To-morrow!”’ 

And he said, “Be it according to thy word, that 
thou mayest know that there is none like unto the 
Lorp our God! And the frogs shall depart from thee, 
and from thy houses, and from thy servants, and 
from thy people; they shall remain in the river only.” 

And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh: 
and Moses cried unto the Lorp because of the frogs 
which he had brought against Pharaoh. And the 
Lorp did according to the word of Moses; and the 
frogs died out of the houses, out of the villages, and 
out of the fields. 

—Ezxodus VIII: 1 to 13. 
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DRIVEN FROM EGYPT. 


==q1N TD) Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron by 
night, and said, “Rise up, and get you 
forth from among my people, both ye and 
the children of Israel; and go, serve the 
Lorp, as ye have said. Also take your flocks and 
your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless 
me also.” 

And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, 
that they might send them out of the land in haste; 
for they said, “‘We be all dead men!” 

And the people took their dough before it was 
leavened, their kneadingtroughs being bound up 
in their clothes upon their shoulders. And the chil- 
dren of Israel did according to the word of Moses; 
and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, 
and jewels of gold, and raiment. And the Lorp 
gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, 
so that they lent unto them such things as they re- 
quired; and they spoiled the Egyptians. 

And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses 
(ra-mé’séz) to Succoth (stk’kéth), about six hundred 
thousand on foot that were men, beside children. 
And a mixed multitude went up also with them; and 
flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. And they 
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baked unleavened cakes of the dough which they 
brought forth out of Egypt for it was not leavened; 
because they were thrust out of Egypt and could 
not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves 
any victuals. 

Thus did all the children of Israel; as the Lorp 
commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they. And it 
came to pass the selfsame day that the Lorp did 
bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt 
by their armies. 

—Ezodus XIT: 31 to 39, 50, 61. 
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THE PILLAR OF CLOUD 


=—29|N'1) it came to pass when Pharaoh had let the 
M = &| people go, that God led them not through 
the way of the land of the Philistines (fi-lis’ 
tins), although that was near; for God said, 
“Lest, peradventure, the people repent when they 
see war, and they return to Egypt.” 

But God led the people about, through the way 
of the wilderness of the Red sea; and the children 
of Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Egypt. 
And they took their journey from Succoth and en- 
camped in Etham (é’thim), in the edge of the 
wilderness. 

And the Lorp went before them by day in a pii- 
lar of cloud, to lead them the way; and by night, in 
a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and 
night. He took not away the pillar of the cloud by 
day nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the 
people. 


—Exodus XIII: 17, 18, 20 to 27. 
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PASSING THROUGH THE 
RED SEA 


e=a|ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, 
™— @| “Speak unto the children of Israel, that 
they turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth 
(pi’-ha-hi’réth) between Migdol (mig’dél) 
and the sea, over against Baal-zephon (ba’al-zé’f6n) ; 
before it shall ye encamp by the sea. For Pharaoh 
will say of the children of Israel, ‘They are entangled 
in the land, the wilderness hath shut them in.” AndI 
will harden Pharaoh’s heart that he shall follow after 
them, and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh and upon 
all his host, that the Egyptians may know that I am 
the Lorn.” And they did so. 

And it was told the king of Egypt that the 
people fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and of his 
servants was turned against the people, and they 
said, ““Why have we done this, that we have let 
Israel go from serving us?”” And he made ready his 
chariot, and took his people with him; and he took 
six hundred chosen chariots, and all the chariots of 
Egypt, and captains over every one of them. 

And the Lorp hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, and he pursued after the children of 
Israel; and the children of Israel went out with a 


57 


Truly’o tories 


high hand. But the Egyptians pursued after them, 
all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horse- 
men and his army, and overtook them encamping 
by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-Zephon. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of 
Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyp- 
tians marched after them, and they were sore afraid, 
and the children of Israel cried out unto the Lorp; 
and they said unto Moses, “‘Because there were no 
graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in 
the wilderness? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus 
with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? Is-not this 
the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, 
“Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians’? 
For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than that we should die in the wilderness.” 

And Moses said unto the people, “‘Fear ye not, 
stand still and see the salvation of the Lorp, which 
he will show to you today; for the Egyptians, whom 
ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more 
for ever. The Lorp shall fight for you, and ye shall 
hold your peace.” 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘ Wherefore criest 
thou unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel 
that they go forward; but lift thou up thy rod and 
stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it; 
and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground 
through the midst of the sea. And I, behold, I 
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians and they 
shall follow them; and I will get me honour upon 
Pharaoh and upon all his host, upon his chariots, 
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and upon his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lorp, when I have gotten me 
honour upon Pharaoh, upon his chariots, and upon 
his horsemen.” 

And the angel of God which went before the camp 
of Israel removed and went behind them, and the 
pillar of the cloud went from before their face and 
stood behind them; and it came between the camp 
of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel, and it was 
a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by 
night to these, so that the one came not near the 
other all the night. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; 
and the Lorp caused the sea to go back by a strong 
east wind all that night and made the sea dry land, 
and the waters were divided; and the children of 
Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the dry 
ground, and the waters were a wall unto them on their 
right hand, and on their left. And the Egyptians 
pursued, and went in after them to the midst of the 
sea, even all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his 
horsemen. 

And it came to pass that in the morning watch* 
the Lorp looked unto the host of the Egyptians 
through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled 
the host of the Egyptians and took off their chariot 
wheels, that they drave them heavily, so that the 
Egyptians said, “‘Let us flee from the face of Israel, 
for the Lorn fighteth for them against the Egyp- 
tians!”’ 

*Morning watch, from 3 A. M. to6 A. M. 
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And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘Stretch out thine 
hand over the sea that the waters may come again 
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon 
their horsemen.” 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, 
and the sea returned to his strength when the morn- 
ing appeared: and the Egyptians fled against it; 
and the Lorp overthrew the Egyptians in the midst 
of the sea. And the waters returned and covered the 
chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of Pha- 
raoh that came into the sea after them; there re- 
mained not so much as one of them. 

But the children of Israel walked upon dry land 
in the midst of the sea and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand, and ‘on their left. 
Thus the Lorp saved Israel that day out of the 
hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the sea shore. And Israel saw that great 
work which the Lorp did upon the Egyptians, and 
the people feared the Lorn, and believed the Lorp, 
and his servant Moses. 


—Ezxodus XIV. 
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HEALING THE WATERS” 


O MOSES brought Israel from the Red Sea, 

and they went out into the wilderness of 
Shur; and they went three days in the wil- 
derness and found no water. And when 
they came to Marah (mara), they could not drink 
of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; there- 
fore, the name of it was called Marah. And the 
people murmured against Moses, saying, ‘‘ What 
shall we drink?” 

And he cried unto the Lorn; and the Lorp showed 
him a tree, which, when he had cast into the waters, 
the waters were made sweet; there he made for them 
a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them, 
and said, “If thou wilt diligently hearken to the 
voice of the Lorp thy God, and wilt do that which 
is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his com- 
mandments and keep all his statutes, I will put 
none of these diseases upon thee, which I have 
brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lorn that 
healeth thee.” 

And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells 
of water, and threescore and ten palm trees; and 
they encamped there by the waters. 


—Hzodus XV: 22 to 27. 
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ND they took their journey from Elim, and 
all the congregation of the children of Israel 
came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai (si’na-i), on the 

fifteenth day of the second month after their depart- 

ing out of the land of Egypt. | 

And the whole congregation of the children of 
Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness; and the children of Israel said unto them, 
“Would to God we had died by the hand of the 
Lorp in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh 
pots, when we did eat bread to the full! For ye 
have brought us forth into this wilderness to kill 
this whole assembly with hunger.” 

Then said the Lorp unto Moses, “Behold, I will 
rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall 
go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I 
may prove them whether they will walk in my law 
or no. And it shall come to pass that on the sixth 
day they shall prepare that which they bring in, 
and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.” 

And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children 
of Israel, ““At even then ye shall know that the Lorp 
hath brought you out from the land of Egypt, and 
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in the morning, then ye shall see the glory of the 
Lorp; for that he heareth your murmurings against 
the Lorp; and what are we, that ye murmur against 
us?” 

And Moses said, “This shall be, when the Lorp 
shall give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the 
morning, bread to the full; for that the Lorp heareth 
your murmurings which ye murmur against him; 
and what are we? your murmurings are not against 
us but against the Lorp.” 

And Moses spake unto Aaron, “‘Say unto all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, ‘Come near be- 
fore the Lorp, for he hath heard your murmurings.’”’ 

And it came to pass, as Aaron spake unto the 
whole congregation of the children of Israel, that 
they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, 
the glory of the Lorp appeared in the cloud! 

And the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, “I 
have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel; 
speak unto them, saying, ‘At even ye shall eat flesh, 
and in the morning ye shall be filled with bread: 
and ye shall know that I am the Lorp your God.’ ” 

And it came to pass that at even the quails came 
up and covered the camp and in the morning the 
dew lay round about the host. And when the dew 
that lay was gone up, behold, upon the face of the 
wilderness there lay a small round thing, as small 
as the hoar frost on the ground. And when the 
children of Israel saw it, they said one to another, 
“Tt is manna,” for they wist not what it was. 

And Moses said unto them, “‘This is the bread 
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which the Lorp hath given you to eat. This is the 
thing which the Lorp hath commanded,—gather of 
it every man according to his eating, an omer for 
every man, according to the number of your persons; 
take ye every man for them which are in his tents.” 

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered, 
some more, some less. And when they did mete 
it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing 
over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they 
gathered every man according to his eating. 

And Moses said, “‘Let no man leave of it till the 
morning.” 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses, 
but some of them left of it until the morning, and 
it bred worms and stank; and Moses was wroth 
with them. And they gathered it every morning, 
every man according to his eating, and when the 
sun waxed hot, it melted. 

And it came to pass that on the sixth day they 
gathered twice as much bread, two omers for one 
man; and all the rulers of the congregation came and 
told Moses. 

And he said unto them, “‘This is that which the 
Lorp hath said, ‘Tomorrow is the rest of the holy sab- 
bath unto the Lorp; bake that which ye will bake 
today, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that 
which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept un- 
til the morning.’ ” 

And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses 
bade; and it did not stink, neither was there any 
worm therein. 
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And Moses said, “Eat that today, for today is a 
sabbath unto the Lorp; today ye shall not find it in 
the field. Six days ye shall gather it, but on the 
seventh day, which is the sabbath, in it there shall 
be none.” 

And it came to pass that there went out some of 
the people on the seventh day for to gather, and 
they found none. 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘ How long refuse 
ye to keep my commandments and my laws? See, 
for that the Lorp hath given you the sabbath, there- 
fore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two 
days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go 
out of his place on the seventh day.” 

So the people rested on the seventh day. 

And the house of Israel called the name thereof 
Manna; and it was like coriander seed, white, and the 
taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 

And Moses said, “‘This is the thing which the Lorp 
commandeth,—‘Fill an omer* of it to be kept for 
your generations, that they may see the bread where- 
with I have fed you in the wilderness, when I brought 
you forth from the land of Egypt.’ ” 

And Moses said unto Aaron, “Take a pot and put 
an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before 
the Lorp, to be kept for your generations.” 

As the Lorp commanded Moses, so Aaron laid 
it up before the Testimony, to be kept. 

And the children of Israel did eat manna forty 


* Now an omer is the tenth part of an ephah. 
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years, until they came to a Jand inhabited; they did 
eat manna until they came unto the borders of the 
land of Canaan. 


—Ezodus XVI. 


SMITING THE ROCK” 


D all the congregation of the children of 
Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, 
after their journeys, according to the com- 
mandment of the Lorp, and pitched in 
Rephidim (réf’i-dim): and there was no water for 
the people to drink. 

Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and 
said, ““Give us water that we may drink.” 

And Moses said unto them, “Why chide ye with 
me? Wherefore do ye tempt the Lorn?” 

And the people thirsted there for water, and the 
people murmured against Moses, and said, “‘ Where- 
fore is this that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?” 

And Moses cried unto the Lorp, saying, ‘What 
shall I do unto this people? They Le almost ready 
to stone me.” 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘Go on before the 
people and take with thee of the elders of Israel; 
and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take 
in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will stand before 
thee there upon the rock in Horeb, and thou shalt 
smite the rock and there shall come water out of it, 
that the people may drink.” 
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And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
And he called the name of the place Massah, and 
Meribah, (mér’i-bah), because of the chiding of the 
children of Israel, and because they tempted the 
Lorp, saying, “Is the Lorp among us, or not?” 


—Ezxodus XVII: 1 to 7. 
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am) HEN came Amalek (&m/’a-lék), and fought 
C with Israel in Rephidim. * And Moses said 

“A| unto Joshua (jésh’i-a), “Chooseus out men 
and go out, fight with Amalek: tomorrow I 
will stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God 
in mine hand.” 

So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought 
with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron (&r’tin), and Hur 
went up to the top of the hill. And it came to pass, 
when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed; 
and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 

But Moses’ hands were heavy; and they took a 
stone and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and 
Aaron and Hur‘stayed up his hands, the one on the 
one side and the other on the other side: and his 
hands were steady until the going down of the sun. 
And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with 
the edge of the sword. 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “ Write this for a 
memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of 
Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance 
of Amalek from under heaven.” 

And Moses built an altar, and called the name of 
it JEHOVAH-nissi* (je-h6’va-nis’si). 
| —Exodus XVII: 8 to 15. 


G 


*Jehovah is my banner. 
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MOSES THE MEDIATOR 


EN Jethro (jé’thrd), the priest of Midian, 
Moses’ father in law, heard of all that God 
had done for Moses and for Israel his 
people, and that the Lorp had brought 
Israel out of Egypt; then Jethro, Moses’ father in 
law, took Zipporah (zip-pd’ra), Moses’ wife, after 
he had sent her back, and her two sons; of which 
the name of the one was Gershom (ger’shtim): for 
he said, “I have been an alien in a strange land’’: 
and the name of the other was Eliezer (e-li-é’zer) ; 
“for the God of my father,” said he, “was mine 
help and delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh’’: 
And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, came with his 
sons and his wife unto Moses in the wilderness, where 
he encamped at the mount of God; and he said unto 
Moses, “I, thy father in law Jethro, am come unto 
thee, and thy wife, and her two sons with her.” 
And Moses went out to meet his father in law, and 
did obeisance and kissed him; and they asked each 
other of their welfare; and they came into the tent. 
And Moses told his father in law all that the Lorp 
had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for 
Israel’s sake, and all the travail that had come 
upon them by the way, and how the Lorp delivered 
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them. And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which 
the Lorp had done to Israel, whom he had delivered 
out of the hand of the Egyptians. 

And Jethro said, “Blessed be the Lorp, who hath 
delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the 
people from under the hand of the Egyptians. Now 
I know that the Lorp is greater than all gods: for in 
the thing wherein they dealt proudly he was above 
them.” 

And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took a burnt 
offering and sacrifices for God: and Aaron came, and 
all the elders of Israel, to eat bread with Moses’ 
father in law before God. And it came to pass on the 
morrow that Moses sat to judge the people; and the 
people stood by Moses from the morning unto the 
evening. And when Moses’ father in law saw all 
that he did to the people, he said, “What is this 
thing that thou doest to the people? Why sittest thou 
thyself alone, and all the people stand by thee from 
morning unto even?” 

And Moses said unto his father in law, “ Because 
the people come unto me to inquire of God: when 
they have a matter, they come unto me; and I judge 
between one and another, and I do make them know 
the statutes of God, and his laws.”’ 

And Moses’ father in law said unto him: 

“The thing that thou doest is not good. Thou 
wilt surely wear away, both thou, and this people 
that is with thee: for this thing is too heavy for thee; 
thou art not able to perform it thyself alone. Hearken 
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now unto my voice, I will give thee counsel, and 
God shall be with thee; be thou for the people to 
God-ward, that thou mayest bring the causes unto 
God; and thou shalt teach them ordinances and 
laws, and shalt show them the way wherein they 
must walk, and the work that they must do. 

‘Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people 
able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating 
covetousness; and place such over them, to be 
rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers 
of fifties, and rulers of tens: and let them judge the 
people at all seasons; and it shall be that every great 
matter they shall bring unto thee, but every small mat- 
ter they shall judge; so shall it be easier for thyself, 
and they shall bear the burden with thee. If thou 
shalt do this thing, and God command thee so, then 
thou shalt be able to endure, and all this people 
shall also go to their place in peace.” 

So Moses hearkened to the voice of his father in 
law, and did all that he had said. And Moses chose 
able men out of all Israel, and made them heads over 
the people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, 
rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. And they judged 
the people at all seasons; the hard causes they brought 
unto Moses, but every small matter they judged them- 
selves. 

And Moses let his father in law depart; and he 
went his way into his own land. 


—Exodus XVIII. 
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THE TABLES OF STONE 


Israel were gone forth out of the land of 
CO) e 
wb Egypt, the same day came they into the 
wilderness of Sinai, and Moses went up 
unto God, and the Lorp called unto him out of the 
mountain, saying: 

“Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and 
tell the children of Israel: 

““Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, 
and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought 
you unto myself. Now, therefore, if ye will obey my 
voice indeed and keep my covenant, then ye shall 
be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people, for 
all the earth is mine. And ye shall be unto me a king- 
dom of priests and a holy nation. These are the 
words which thou shalt speak unto the children of 
Israel.” 

And Moses came and called for the elders of the 
people, and laid before their faces all these words 
which the Lorp commanded him. And all the people 
answered together, and said, “All that the Lorp 
hath spoken we will do.” And Moses returned the 
words of the people unto the Lorp. 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘Lo, I come unto 


Cas N THE third month, when the children of 
| 
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thee in a thick cloud, that the people may hear 
when I speak with thee, and believe thee for ever.” 
And Moses told the words of the people unto the 
Lorp. 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, ““Go unto the 
people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, 
and let them wash their clothes, and be ready against 
the third day; for the third day the Lorp will come 
down in the sight of all the people upon mount 
Sinai.’ 

And it came to pass on the third day in the morn- 
ing, that there were thunders and lightnings, and 
a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of 
the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people 
that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought 
forth the people out of the camp to meet with God; 
and they stood at the nether part of the mount. 
And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, be- 
cause the Lorp descended upon it in fire; and the 
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, 
and the whole mount quaked greatly. And when 
the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and waxed 
louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered 
him by a voice. 

And God spake all these words, saying: 

“JT am the Lorp thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, 
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or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. 

“Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them; for I the Lorp thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me; and shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me and keep my command- 
ments. 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy 
God in vain; for the Lorp will not hold him guiltless 
that taketh his name in vain. 

““Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work; 
but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lorp thy 
God; in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates; for in six days the Lorp 
made heaven and earth, the sea and all that in them 
is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the Lorp 
blessed the sabbath day and hallowed it. 

“Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lorp thy God 
giveth thee. 

“Thou shalt not kill. 

“Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

“Thou shalt not steal. 

“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. 

“Thou snalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, 
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thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his 
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s.”’ 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the 
lightnings and the noise of the trumpet and the 
mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they 
removed and stood afar off. 

And Moses said unto the ‘people, “Fear not! 
For God is come to prove you, and that his fear may 
be before your faces, that ye sin not.” 


—Ezodus XIX: 1,3 to 11,16 t0 19; XX: 1 to 18, 20. 
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THE GOLDEN CALF 


S| ND when the people saw that Moses delayed 
to come down out of the mount, the people 
gathered themselves together unto Aaron, 
and said unto him, “Up, make us gods, 

which shali go before us! For as for this Moses, the 

man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we wot not what is become of him!” 

And Aaron said unto them, “Break off the golden 
earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of 
your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto 
me.” 

And all the people brake off the golden earrings, 
which were in their ears, and brought them unto 
Aaron. And he received them at their hand, and 
fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made 
it a molten calf; and they said, “These be thy gods, 
O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt!” 

And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before 
it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, “‘To- 
morrow is a feast to the Lorn.” And they rose 
up early on the morrow and offered burnt offerings 
and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down 
to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 
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And the Lorp said unto Moses, “Go, get thee 
down; for thy people which thou broughtest out 
of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 
They have turned aside quickly out of the way which 
I commanded them; they have made them a molten 
calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed 
thereunto, and said, ‘These be thy gods, O Israel, 
which have brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt.’”’ And the Lorp said unto Moses, “I have 
seen this people, and behold, it is a stiffnecked 
people.” 

And Moses besought the Lorp his God, and said, 
*“Lorp, remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy 
servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, 
and saidst unto them, ‘I will multiply your seed as 
the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall 
inherit it for ever.’’’ And the Lorp repented of the 
evil which he thought to do unto his people. 

And Moses turned and went down from the mount, 
and the two tables of the testimony were in his 
hand; the tables were written on both their sides; 
on the one side and on the other were they written. 
And the tables were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God, graven upon the 
tables. 

And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as 
they shouted, he said unto Moses, ‘“‘There is a noise 
of war in the camp.” 

And he said, “It is not the voice of them that shout 
for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry 
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for being overcome; but the noise of them that sing 
do I hear.” 

And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto 
the camp, that he saw the calf, and the dancing; and 
Moses’ anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out 
of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 
And he took the calf which they had made and 
burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, and 
strewed it upon the water, and made the children of 
Israel drink of it. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, “What did this peo- 
ple unto thee, that thou hast brought so great a sin 
upon them?” 

And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord 
wax hot! thou knowest the people, that they are 
set on mischief. For they said unto me, ‘Make us 
gods which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, 
the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we wot not what is become of him.’ And I said 
unto them, ‘Whosoever hath any gold, let them 
break it off!’ So they gave it me; then I cast it into 
the fire, and there came out this calf.” 

Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp and 
said, ‘‘ Who is on the Lorn’s side, let him come unto 
me!” And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves 
together unto him. For Moses had said, “‘Conse- 
crate yourselves today to the Lorn, even every man 
upon his son, and upon his brother; that he may 
bestow upon you a blessing this day.” 

And it came to pass on the morrow that Moses said 
unto the people, “Ye have sinned a great sin; and 
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now I will go up unto the Lorp; peradventure, I 
shall make an atonement for your sin.” 

And Moses returned unto the Lorp, and said, “‘Oh, 
this people have sinned a great sin, and have made 
them gods of gold! Yet now, if thou wilt forgive 
their sin . . . 3; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, 
out of thy book which thou hast written!” 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘ Whosoever hath 
sinned against. me, him will I blot out of my book. 
Therefore now go, lead the people unto the place 
of which I have spoken unto thee; behold, mine 
Angel shall go before thee!”’ 


—Ezxodus: XXXII, 1 to 9, 11 (first part), 13 to 24, 
26, 29 to 34 (first part). 
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THE TABLES RENEWED 


ND the Lorp said unto Moses, “‘Hew thee 
two tables of stone like unto the first: and 

I will write upon these tables the words that 

were in the first tables which thou brakest. 
And be ready in the morning, and come up in the 
morning unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there 
to me in the top of the mount. And no man shall 
come up with thee, neither let any man be seen 
throughout all the mount; neither let the flocks nor 
herds feed before that mount.” 

And he hewed two tables of stone like unto the 
first: and Moses rose up early in the morning, and 
went up unto mount Sinai, as the Lorp had com- 
manded him, and took in his hand the two tables 
of stone. And the Lorp descended in the cloud, and 
stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the Lorp. 

And the Lorp passed by before him, and pro- 
claimed, ‘‘The Lorp, The Lorp God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by 
no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquities of 
the fathers upon the children and upon the children’s 
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children, unto the third and to the fourth genera- 
tion!” 

And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward 
the earth and worshipped. And he said, “If now 
I have found grace in thy sight, O Lorp, let my Lorp, 
I pray thee, go among us: for it is a stiffnecked people; 
and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us 
for thine inheritance.” 

And he said, 

“Behold, I make a covenant: before all thy people 
I will do marvels, such as have not been done in all 
the earth, nor in any nation: and all the people 
among which thou art shall see the work of the Lorp: 
for it is a terrible thing that I will do with thee. 
Observe thou that which I command thee this day: 
behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, and the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and 
the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 

“Take heed to thyself, lest thou make a covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land whither thou goest, 
lest it be for a snare in the midst of thee: but ye 
shall destroy their altars, break their images, and 
cut down their groves: for thou shalt worship no 
other god: for the Lorp, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God. Lest thou make a covenant with the 
inhabitants of the land, and they go after their gods, 
and do sacrifice unto their gods, and one call thee 
and thou eat of his sacrifice. Thou shalt make thee 
no molten gods! “, 

“The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. 
Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread, as I 
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commanded thee, in the time of the month Abib* 
(a’bib): for in the month Abib thou camest out from 
Egypt. 

“Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh 
day thou shalt rest: in earing time and in harvest 
thou shalt rest. 

“And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of 
the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of 
ingathering at the year’s end. 

“Thrice in the year shall all your men children 
appear before the Lorp God, the God of Israel. 
For I will cast out the nations before thee, and en- 
large thy borders: neither shall any man desire thy 
land, when thou shalt go up to appear before the 
Lorp thy God thrice in the year. 

“Thou shalt not offer the blood of thy sacrifice 
with leaven; neither shall the sacrifice of the feast 
of the passover be left unto the morning. 

“The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt 
bring unto the house of the Lorp thy God.” 

And the Lorp said unto Moses, ‘“‘Write thou 
these words: for after the tenor of these words I have 
made a covenant with thee and with Israel.” 

And he was there with the Lorp forty days and 
forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink 
water. And He wrote upon the tables the words of 
the covenant, the ten commandments. 

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from 
mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in 


*The first month of the Jewish ecclesiastical year, nearly corresponding to 
April. 
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Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, 
that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone 
while He talked with him. And when Aaron and all 
the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin 
of his face shone: and they were afraid to come nigh 
him. 

And Moses called unto them; and Aaron and all 
the rulers of the congregation returned unto him: 
and Moses talked with them. And afterward all the 
children of Israel came nigh: and he gave them in 
commandment all that the Lorp had spoken with 
him in mount Sinai. 

And till Moses had done speaking with them, he 
put a vail on his face; but when Moses went in be- 
fore the Lorp to speak with him, he took the vail 
off, until he came out. And he came out, and spake 
unto the children of Israel that which he was com- 
manded. And the children of Israel saw the face of 
Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone: and Moses 
put the vail upon his face again, until he went in to 
speak with Him. 


—Ezodus XXXIV: 1 to 15, 17, 18, 21 to 36. 


»BLESSING THE PEOPLE Y 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, 
“Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, say- 
ing, “On this wise ye shall bless the children 
of Israel, saying unto them,— 


** “The Lorp bless thee, and keep thee: 

** “The Lorp make his face shine upon thee, and be 
gracious unto thee: 

** “The Lorp lift up his countenance upon thee, and 
give thee peace.’ 


“And they shall put my name upon the children of 
Israel, and I will bless them.” 


—Numbers VI: 22 to 27.6 


AARON’S ROD VY 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying: 
«Speak unto the children of Israel, and 
take of every one of them a rod according 
to the house of their fathers, of all their 
princes according to the house of their fathers, twelve 
rods; write thou every man’s name upon his rod. 
And thou shalt write Aaron’s name upon the rod of 
Levi: for one rod shall be for the head ‘of the house 
of their fathers. 

**And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of 
the congregation before the testimony, where I will 
meet with you. And it shall come to pass, that the 
man’s rod whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and 
I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the 
children of Israel, whereby they murmur against 
you.” 

And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and 
every one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, for 
each prince one, according to their fathers’ houses, 
even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among 
their rods. And Moses laid up the rods before the 
Lorp in the tabernacle of witness. 

And it came to pass that on the morrow Moses 
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went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, 
the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, 
and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and 


yielded almonds. 
—Numbers XVII: 1 to 8. 


«BALAAM’S ASS 


"aD ND the children of Israel set forward and 
~ @| pitched in the plains of Moab on this side 
i] Jordan by Jericho (jér’i-ko). And Balak 
(ba’lkk) the son of Zippor (zip’pér) saw all 
that Israel had done to the Amorites (&m/6-rites). 

And Moab was sore afraid of the people because 
they were many, and Moab was distressed because 
of the children of Israel, and Moab said unto the 
elders of Midian, “‘ Now shall this company lick up 
all that are round about us as the ox licketh up 
the grass of the field.” 

And Balak, the son of Zippor, was king of the 
Moabites (m6’ab-ites) at that time. He sent mes- 
sengers, therefore, unto Balaam (ba’lam), the son 
of Beor to Pethor (pé’thér), which is by the river 
of the land of the children of his people, to call him, 
saying: 

*‘Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt! 
Behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they 
abide over against me! 

““Come now, therefore, J pray thee, curse me this 
people, for they are too mighty for me; peradventure, 
I shall prevail, that we may smite them and that I 
may drive them out of the land, for I wot that he 
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whom thou blessest, is blessed and he whom thou 
cursest, is cursed.” 

And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian 
departed with the rewards of divination in their 
hand; and they came unto Balaam and spake unto 
him the words of Balak. And he said unto them, 
“Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word 
again, as the Lord shall speak unto me”; and the 
princes of Moab abode with Balaam. 

And God came unto Balaam, and said, “What 
men are these with thee?” 

And Balaam said unto God, “Balak the son of 
Zippor king of Moab hath sent unto me saying, 
‘Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt which 
covereth the face of the earth; come now, curse me 
them; peradventure, I shall be able to overcome them 
and drive them out.” 

And God said unto Balaam, “Thou shalt not go 
with them; thou shalt not curse the people; for they 
are blessed.” 

And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto 
the princes of Balak, “‘Get you into your land, for the 
Lorp refuseth to give me leave to go with you.” 

And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went 
unto Balak, and said, “‘Balaam refuseth to come with 
us. 

And Balak sent yet again princes, more and more 
honourable than they. And they came to Balaam 
and said to him, “‘Thus saith Balak the son of Zip- 
por, ‘Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from 
coming unto me, for I will promote thee unto very 
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great honour, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest 
unto me. Come, therefore, I pray thee, curse me 
this people ! ” 

And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of 
Balak, “If Balak would give me his house full of 
silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the 
Lorp my God to do less or more. Now, therefore, 
I pray you, tarry ye also here this night that I may 
know what the Lorp will say unto me more.” 

And God came unto Balaam at night, and said 
unto him, “If the men come to call thee, rise up 
and go with them, but yet the word which [ shall 
say unto thee, that shalt thou do.” 

And Balaam rose up in the morning and saddled 
his ass, and went with the princes of Moab. And 
God’s anger was kindled because he went, and the 
angel of the Lorp stood in the way for an adversary 
against him. Now he was riding upon his ass and 
his two servants were with him. And the ass saw 
the angel of the Lorp standing in the way and his 
sword drawn in his hand, and the ass turned aside 
out of the way and went into the field, and Balaam 
smote the ass to turn her into the way. 

But the angel of the Lorp stood in a path of the 
vineyards, a wall being on this side and a wall on 
that side. And when the ass saw the angel of the 
Lorp, she thrust herself unto the wall and crushed 
Balaam’s foot against the wall and he smote her 
again. And the angel of the Lorp went further and 
stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn 
either to the right hand or to the left; and when the 
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ass saw the angel of the Lorp, she fell down under 
Balaam, and Balaam’s anger was kindled and he 
smote the ass with a staff. 

And the Lorp opened the mouth of the ass, and 
she said unto Balaam, “What have I done unto thee 
that thou hast smitten me these three times?” 

And Balaam said unto the ass, “Because thou 
hast mocked me; I would there were a sword in mine 
hand for now would I kill thee.” 

And the ass said unto Balaam, “‘Am not I thine 
ass upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was 
thine unto this day? was I ever wont to doso unto 
thee?” 

And he said, “Nay.” 

Then the Lorp opened the eyes of Balaam and he 
saw the angel of the Lorp standing in the way and 
his sword drawn in his hand, and he bowed down his 
head and fell fiat on his face. And the angel of the 
Lorp said unto him, “‘ Wherefore hast thou smitten 
thine ass these three times? Behold, I went out to 
withstand thee because thy way is perverse before 
me, and the ass saw me and turned from me these 
three times; unless she had turned from me, surely 
now also I had slain thee and saved her alive.” 

And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lorp, “I 
have sinned, for I knew not that thou stoodest in the 
way against me; now, therefore, if it displease thee, 
I will get me back again.” 

And the angel of the Lorp said unto Balaam, 
“Go with the men, but only the word that I shall 
speak unto thee, that shalt thou speak.” 
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So Balaam went with the princes of Balak, and 
when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went 
out to meet him unto a city of Moab which is in the 
border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast, and 
Balak said unto Balaam, ‘Did I not earnestly send 
unto thee to call thee? wherefore camest thou not 
unto me? Am I not able indeed to promote thee 
to honour?” 

And Balaam said unto Balak, “‘Lo, Iam come unto 
thee; have I now any power at all to say any thing? 
The word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall 
I speak. How shall I curse whom God hath not 
cursed? or how shall I defy whom the Lorp hath not 
defied ?”’ 

And Balak said unto Balaam, “‘What hast thou 
done unto me? I took thee to curse mine enemies, 
and, behold, thou hast blessed them altogether.” 


—Numbers XXII: 1 to 88; XXIII: 8 and 11. 


THE SIEGE OF JERICHO 


OW Jericho was straitly shut up because 
of the children of Israel; none went out 
and none came in. And the Lorp said un- 
to Joshua: 

“See, I have given into thine hand Jericho and 
the king thereof and the mighty men of valour. And 
ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go 
round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six 
days. 

“And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns; and the seventh day ye 
shall compass’ the city seven times, and the priests 
shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall come to 
pass that when they make a long blast with theram’s 
horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, 
all the people shall shout with a great shout, and the 
wall of the city shall fall down flat and the people 
shall ascend up every man straight before him.” 

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and 
said unto them, “Take up the ark of the covenant, 
and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the ark of the Lorn.” And he said unto 
the people, ‘‘Pass on and compass the city, and let 
him that is armed pass on before the ark of the Lorp.” 
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And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto 
the people that the seven priests bearing the seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns passed on before the Lorn, 
and blew with the trumpets, and the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lorp followed them. And the armed men 
went before the priests that blew with the trumpets, 
and the rearward came after the ark, the priests go- 
ing on, and blowing with the trumpets. 

And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, 
“Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your 
voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your 
mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye 
shout.” 

So the ark of the Lorp compassed the city, going 
about it once; and they came into the camp and 
lodged in the camp. And Joshua rose early in the 
morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lorp. 
And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the ark of the Lorp went on continually 
and blew with the trumpets; and the armed men 
went before them, but the rearward came after the 
ark of the Lorp, the priests going on and blowing 
with the trumpets. And the second day they com- 
passed the city once, and returned into the camp. 
So they did six days. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day that they 
rose early about the dawning of the day, and com- 
passed the city after the same manner seven times; 
only on that day they compassed the city seven 
times. And it came to pass at the seventh time, 
when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua 
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said unto the people, “Shout! For the Lorp hath 
given you the city!” 

So the people shouted when the priests blew with 
the trumpets; and it came to pass, when the people 
heard the sound of the trumpet and the people 
shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down 
flat, so that the people went up into the city, every 
man straight before him, and they took the city. 

So the Lorp was with Joshua; and his fame was 
noised throughout all the country. 


—Joshua VI: 1 to 16, 20 and 27. 
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HEWERS OF WOOD AND 
DRAWERS OF WATER 


ND it came to pass, when all the kings which 
were on this side Jordan, in the hills and 
in the valleys, and in all the coasts of the 
great sea over against Lebanon (léb’a-nén) 

the Hittite (hit’tite), and the Amorite, the Canaanite 

(ka’nan-ite), the Perizzite (pér’iz-zite),. the Hivite 

(hi’vite), and the Jebusite (jé-bii’-site) heard thereof; 

that they gathered themselves together to fight 

with Joshua and with Israel, with one accord. 

And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what 
Joshua had done unto Jericho and to Ai (a1), they 
did work wilily and went and made as if they had 
been ambassadors, and took old sacks upon their 
asses, and wine bottles, old, and rent, and bound 
up; and old shoes and clouted upon their feet, and 
old garments upon them; and all the bread of their 
provision was dry and mouldy. 

And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, 
and said unto him, and to the men of Israel, “‘We 
be come from a far country; now therefore, make ye 
a league with us.” 

And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, 
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““Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall 
we make a league with you?” 

And they said unto Joshua, “‘ We are thy servants.” 
And Joshua said unto them, “Who are ye? and from 
whence come ye?” 

And they said unto him: 

“From a very far country thy servants are come, 
because of the name of the Lorp thy God; for we have 
heard the fame of him and all that he did in Egypt, 
and all that he did to the two kings of the Amorites, 
that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of Heshbon, 
and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashta- 
roth (&sh’ ta-réth). 

“Wherefore our elders and all the inhabitants of 
our country spake to us, saying, ‘Take victuals with 
you for the journey and go to meet them and say 
unto them, “We are your servants, therefore now 
make ye a league with us.”’’ 

“This our bread we took hot for our provision out 
of our houses on the day we came forth to go unto 
you; but, now, behold, it is dry and it is mouldy; 
and these bottles of wine, which we filled, were new, 
and, behold, they be rent; and these our garments 
and our shoes are become old by reason of the very 
long journey.” 

And the men took of their victuals and asked 
not counsel at the mouth of the Lorp. And Joshua 
made peace with them, and made a league with them, 
to let them live; and the princes of the congregation 
sware unto them. 

And it came to pass, at the end of three days after 
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they had made a league with them, that they heard 
that they were their neighbors and that they dwelt 
among them. And the children of Israel journeyed 
and came unto their cities on the third day. 

Now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah 

(ké-fi’-ra), and Beeroth (be-é’réth), and Kirjath- 
jearim (ker’jath-jé’a-rim). And the children of Israel 
smote them not, because the princes of the congre- 
gation had sworn unto them by the Lorp God of 
Israel, and all the congregation murmured against 
the princes. 

But all the princes said unto all the congregation, 
“We have sworn unto them by the Lorp God of 
Israel, now, therefore, we may not touch them. This 
we will do to them; we will even let them live lest 
wrath be upon us, because of the oath which we 
sware unto them.” And the princes said unto them, 
“Let them live, but let them be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water unto all the congregation, as the 
princes had promised them.”’ 

And Joshua called for them, and he spake unto 
them, saying, ““Wherefore have ye beguiled us, 
saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when ye dwell 
among us? Now therefore ye are cursed, and there 
shall none of you be freed from being bondmen, 
and hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
house of my God.” 

And they answered Joshua, and said, ‘‘ Because 
it was certainly told thy servants, how that the Lorp 
thy God commanded his servant Moses to give you 
all the land, and to destroy all the inhabitants of the 
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land from before you; therefore, we were sore afraid 
of our lives because of you and have done this thing. 
And now, behold, we are in thine hand; as it seemeth 
good and right unto thee to do unto us, do.” 

And so did he unto them, and delivered them out 
of the hand of the children of Israel that they slew 
them not. And Joshua made them that day hewers 
of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, 
and for the altar of the Lorn, even unto this day, 
in the place which he should choose. 


—Joshua IX. 


THE TRUMPETS AND THE 
PITCHERS 


ND the children of Israel did evil in the sight 
of the Lorp, and the Lorp delivered them 
into the hand of Midian seven years. And 
the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel: 

and because of the Midianites, the children of Israel 

made them the dens which are in the mountains, 
and caves, and strong holds. 

And so it was, when Israel had sown, that the 
Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the 
children of the east, even they came up against them; 
and they encamped against them, and destroyed 
the increase of the earth, till thou come unto Gaza, 
and left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor 
ox, nor ass. 

For they came up with their cattle and their tents, 
and they came as grasshoppers for multitude; for 
both they and their camels were without number; 
and they entered into the land to destroy it. And 
Israel was greatly impoverished because of the 
Midianites; and the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lorp. 

And it came to pass when the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lorp because of the Midianites, that 
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the Lorp sent a prophet unto the children of Israel, 
which said unto them: 

“Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel! ‘I brought 
you up from Egypt and brought you forth out of the 
house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all 
that oppressed you, and drave them out from be- 
fore you, and gave you their land; and I said unto 
you, “I am the Lorp your God, fear not the gods of 
the Amorites in whose land ye dwell’’; but ye have 
not obeyed my voice.’ ” 

And there came an angel of the Lorn and sat under 
an oak which was in Ophrah (6f’ra) that pertained un- 
to Joash the Abi-ezrite (a’bi-éz’rit) and his son Gideon 
(gid’e-iin) threshed wheat by the winepress, to hide 
it from the Midianites. And the angel of the Lorp 
appeared unto him, and said unto him, “The Lorp 
is with thee, thou mighty man of valour!” 

And Gideon said unto him, “O my Lorp, if the 
Lorp be with us, why then is all this befallen us? 
and where be all his miracles which our fathers told 
us of, saying, ‘Did not the Lorp bring us up from 
Egypt?’ but now the Lorp hath forsaken us, and 
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.” 

And the Lorp looked upon him, and said, “‘Go 
in this thy might and thou shalt save Israel from the 
hand of the Midianites; have not I sent thee?” 

And he said unto him, “O my Lorp, wherewith 
shall I save Israel? Behold, my family is poor in 
Manasseh and I am the least in my father’s house.” 

And the Lorp said unto him, “Surely I will be 
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with thee and thou shalt smite the Midianites as 
one man.” 

And he said unto him, “If now I have found grace 
in thy sight, then show me a sign that thou talkest 
with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I 
come unto thee and bring forth my present, and set 
it before thee.” 

And he said, “I will tarry until thou come again.” 

And Gideon went in and made ready a kid, and 
unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour; the flesh he 
put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and 
brought it out unto him under the oak, and presented 
it. 

And the angel of God said unto him, “Take the 
flesh and the unleavened cakes and lay them upon 
this rock, and pour out the broth.”’ And he did so. 

Then the angel of the Lorp put forth the end of 
the staff that was in his hand and touched the flesh 
and the unleavened cakes, and there rose up fire 
out of the rock and consumed the flesh and the un- 
leavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lorp de- 
parted out of his sight. 

And when Gideon perceived that he was an angel 
of the Lorp, Gideon said, “Alas, O Lorp God! for 
because I have seen an angel of the Lorp face to 
face!” 

And the Lorp said unto him, ‘‘ Peace be unto thee! 
Fear not, thou shalt not die.” 

Then Gideon built an altar there unto the Lorp, 
and called it Jehovah-shalom* (je-hd/va-sha’/lém) ; 


* Jehovah is peace. 
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unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 
And it came to pass the same night that the Lorp 
said unto him, “Take thy father’s young bullock, 
even the second bullock of seven years old, and throw 
down the altar of Baal that thy father hath and cut 
down the grove that is by it; and build an altar unto 
the Lorp thy God upon the top of this rock in the 
ordered place, and take the second bullock, and offer 
a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the grove which 
thou shalt cut down.” 

Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and 
did as the Lorp had said unto him; andso it was, 
because he feared his father’s household, and the 
men of the city, that he could not doit by day, that he 
did it by night. 

And when the men of the city arose early in the 
morning, behold, the altar of Baal was cast down and 
the grove was cut down that was by it, and the second 
bullock was offered upon the altar that was built. 
And they said one to another, “Who hath done this 
thing?” And when they inquired and asked, they 
said, “‘Gideon, the son of Joash (j6’4sh), hath done 
this thing.” 

Then the men of the city said unto Joash, “Bring 
out thy son, that he may die! Because he hath cast 
down the altar of Baal and because he hath cut 
down the grove that was by it!” 

And Joash said unto all that stood against him, 
“Will ye plead for Baal? will ye save him? He that 
will plead for him, let him be put to death whilst 
it is yet morning; if he be a god, let him plead for 
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himself, because one hath cast down his altar.” 
Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal 
(je-rtib’ba-al), saying, ““Let Baal plead against him, 
because he hath thrown down his altar!” 

Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites (&m/’- 
a-lék-ites) and the children of the east were gathered 
together, and went over and pitched in the valley of 
Jezreel (jéz’re-@l). But the spirit of the Lorp came 
upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, and Abi-ezer 
was gathered after him. And he sent messengers 
throughout all Manasseh who also was gathered after 
him; and he sent messengers unto Asher, and unto 
Zebulun, and unto Naphtali (naf’ta-li), and they came 
up to meet them. 

And Gideon said unto God, “If thou wilt save 
Israel by mine hand, as thou hast said, behold, I will 
put a fleece of wool in the floor, and if the dew be on 
the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the earth besides, 
then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by 
mine hand, as thou hast said.” 

And it was so: for he rose up early on the morrow, 
and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew 
out of the fleece, a bowl full of water. And Gideon said 
unto God, “Let not thine anger be hot against me, 
and I will speak but this once! Let me prove, I 
pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it now 
be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground 
let there be dew!” 

And God did so that night; for it was dry upon 
the fleece only, and there was dew on all the ground. 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people 
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that were with him, rose up early and pitched beside 
the well of Harod: so that the host of the Midian- 
ites were on the north side of them, by the hill of 
MO’reh, in the valley. 

And the Lorp said unto Gideon, “The people 
that are with thee are too many for me to give the 
Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt them- 
selves against me, saying, ‘Mine own hand hath 
saved me.’ Now, therefore, go to, proclaim in the 
ears of the people, saying, “Whosoever is fearful and 
afraid, let him return and depart early from Mount 
Gilead (gil’e-ad).’’’ And there returned of the 
people twenty and two thousand, and there re- 
mained ten thousand. 

And the Lorp said unto Gideon, “The people are 
yet too many; bring them down unto the water and 
I will try them for thee there; and it shalt be that of 
whom I say unto thee, ‘This shall go with thee,’ 
the same shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I 
say unto thee, ‘This shall not go with thee,’ the same 
shall not go.” 

So he brought down the people unto the water: 
and the Lorp said unto Gideon, “Every one that 
lappeth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, 
him shalt thou set by himself; likewise every one 
that boweth down upon his knees to drink.” 

And the number of them that lapped, putting their 
hand to their mouth, were three hundred men; but 
all the rest of the people bowed down upon their 
knees to drink water. 

And the Lorp said unto Gideon, “By the three 
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hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver 
the Midianites into thine hand; and let all the other - 
people go every man unto his place.” 

So the people took victuals in their hand, and their 
trumpets: and he sent all the rest of Israel every man 
unto his tent, and retained those three hundred men; 
and the host of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 

And it came to pass the same night that the Lorp 
said unto him, “‘Arise, get thee down unto the host, 
for I have delivered it into thine hand. But if thou 
fear to go down, go thou with Phurah (fi’rah) thy 
servant down to the host, and thou shalt hear what 
they say, and afterward shall thine hands be strength- 
ened to go down unto the host.” 

Then went he down with Phurah his servant unto 
the outside of the armed men that were in the host. 
And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the 
children of the east lay along in the valley like grass- 
hoppers for multitude: and their camels were with- 
out number, as the sand by the seaside for multi- 
tude. And when Gideon was come, behold, there 
was a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and 
said, “‘Behold, I dreamed a dream, and lo, a cake of 
barley bread tumbled into the host of Midian and 
came unto a tent and smote it that it fell, and over- 
turned it that the tent lay along.” And his fellow 
answered and said, “This is nothing else save the 
sword of Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of Israel; 
for into his hand hath God delivered Midian and all 
the host.” 

And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of 
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the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he 
worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, 
and said, “‘Arise, for the Lorp hath delivered into 
your hand the host of Midian!” 

And he divided the three hundred men into three 
companies, and he put a trumpet in every man’s 
hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the 
pitchers. And he said unto them, “‘Look on me and 
do likewise; and, behold, when I come to the outside 
of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. 
When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with 
me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all 
the camp, and say, ““The sword of the Lorp and of 
Gideon!” 

So Gideon and the hundred men that were with 
him came unto the outside of the camp in the be- 
ginning of the middle watch;* and they had but 
newly set the watch; and they blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers that were in their hands; and 
the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake 
the pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, 
and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal, 
and they cried, “The sword of the Lorp and of 
Gideon!” 

And they stood every man in his place round about 
the camp; and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 


—Judges VI (entire); VII: 1 to 21. 


*Middle watch, from midnight until 3 a. m. 
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Sa HE trees went forth on a time to anoint a king 
y} over them, and they said unto the olive tree, 
“Reign thou over us.” 

But the olive tree said unto them, “‘Should 
I leave my fatness, wherewith by me they honour God 
and man, and go to be promoted over the trees?” 

And the trees said to the fig tree. “‘Come thou, 
and reign over us.” 

But the fig tree said unto them, “Should I forsake 
my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be pro- 
moted over the trees?” 

Then said the trees unto the vine, ‘‘Come thou, 
and reign over us.” 

And the vine said unto them, “Should I leave my 
wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to be 
promoted over the trees?” 

Then said all the trees unto the bramble, ‘“‘Come 
thou, and reign over us.” 

And the bramble said unto the trees, “If in truth 
ye anoint me king over you, then come and put 
your trust in my shadow; and if not, let fire come 
out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Leba- 
non!” 


—Judges IX: 8 to 15. 
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SPEAK, LORD, FOR THY 
SERVANT HEARETH 


ae ND the child Samuel ministered unto the 
‘| Lorp before Eli; and the word of the Lorp 
was precious in those days; there was no 
open vision. 

And it came to pass at that time, when Eli was 
laid down in his place and his eyes began to wax 
dim, that he could not see; and ere the lamp of God 
went out in the temple of the Lorp, where the ark 
of God was, and Samuel was laid down to sleep, 
that the Lorp called Samuel, and he answered, 
“Here am I.” 

And he ran unto Eli, and said, “Here am I, for 
thou calledst me.”” And he said, “‘I called not, lie 
down again.” And he went and lay down. And the 
Lorp called yet again, “Samuel.” 

And Samuel arose and went to Eli, and said, ‘‘ Here 
am I, for thou didst call me.’”? And he answered, 
“T called not, my son, lie down again.”” Now Samuel 
did not yet know the Lorp, neither was the word of 
the Lorp yet revealed unto him. 

And the Lorp called Samuel again the third time. 
And he arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here am I, 
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for thou didst call me.” And Eli perceived that the 
Lorp had ealled the child. 

Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, “Go, lie down, and 
it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, ‘Speak, 
Lorp, for thy servant heareth.’”? So Samuel went 
and lay down in his place. 

And the Lorp called as at other times, ““Samuel! 
Samuel!” Then Samuel answered, “Speak, for thy 
servant heareth.” 

And the Lorp said to Samuel, “‘Behold! I will do 
a thing in Israel at which both the ears of every one 
that heareth it shall tingle! In that day I will per- 
form against Eli all things which I have spoken con- 
cerning his house; when I begin, I will also make an 
end. For I have told him that I will judge his house 
for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because 
his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained 
them not. And Therefore I have sworn unto the 
house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.” 

And Samuel lay until the morning, and opened the 
doors of the house of the Lorp. And Samuel feared 
to shew Eli the vision. Then Eli called Samuel, 
and said, “Samuel, my son.”” And he answered, 
“Here am I.” 

And he said, “‘What is the thing that the Lorp 
hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from 
me; God do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any- 
thing from me of all the things that he said unto 
thee!”’ 

And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing 
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from him. And he said, “‘It is the Lorn: let him 
do what seemeth him good!” 

And Samuel grew, and the Lorp was with him, 
and did let none of his words fall to the ground. And 
all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba (bé’er-shé’ba) 
knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet 
of the Lorp. 


—I Samuel IIT: 1 to 20. 
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DAVID AND GOLIATH 


BIOW the Philistines (fi-lis’tins) gathered to- 
} gether their armies to battle and were 
gathered together at Shochoh, (shd’ko) 
which belongeth to Judah, and pitched be- 
tween Shochoh and Azekah (a-zé’kah), in Ephes- 
dammin (é’fés-dim/min). And Saul and the men of 
Israel were gathered together and pitched by the 
valley of Elah (é’lah), and set the battle in array 
against the Philistines. And the Philistines stood 
on a mountain on the one side, and Israel stood on a 
mountain on the other side, and there was a valley 
between them. 

And there went out a champion out of the camp 
of the Philistines, named Goliath (go-li’ath), of 
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span;* and he 
had a helmet of brass upon his head and he was armed 
with a coat of mail, and the weight of the coat was 
five thousand shekelsf of brass. And he had greaves 
of brass upon his legs, and a target of brass between 
his shoulders; and the staff of his spear was like a 
weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head weighed six 


*Cubit, a measure of length, being the distance from the elbow to the extrem= 
ity of the middle finger, about eighteen inches. Span, the space from the end 
of the thumb to the end of the little finger when extended, about nine inches. 

{Shekel, one-half ounce. 
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hundred shekels of iron; and one bearing a shield 
went before him. 

And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel 
and said unto them, “Why are ye come out to set 
your battle in array? Am I not a Philistine, and 
ye servants to Saul? Choose you a man for you and 
let him come down to me. If he be able to fight 
with me and to kill me, then will we be your servants; 
but if I prevail against him and kill him, then shall 
ye be our servants, and serve us.”” And the Philis- 
tines said, “I defy the armies of Israel this day; 
give me a man that we may fight together.” 

When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 
Now David was the son of that Ephrathite (éf/rath- 
ite) of Bethlehem-Judah (béth’le-hém-jii’da), whose 
name was Jesse; and he had eight sons; and the man 
went among men for an old man in the days of Saul. 
And the three eldest sons of Jesse went and followed 
Saul to the battle, and the names of his three sons 
that went to the battle were Eliab (é@-li/Ab), the 
firstborn, and the next unto him Abinadab (a-bin’a- 
dab), and the third Shammah (shaim’ma). And 
David was the youngest; and the three eldest fol- 
lowed Saul. 

But David went and returned from Saul to feed his 
father’s sheep at Bethlehem. And Jesse said unto 
David his son: “Take now for thy brethren an 
ephah* (é’fa) of this parched corn, and these ten 


*Ephah, unit of Hebrew dry measure, supposed to be equal to two pecks 
and five quarts. 
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loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren; and 
carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of their 
thousand, and look how thy brethren fare and take 
their pledge.” 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel were 
in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines; 
and the Philistine drew near morning and evening 
and presented himself forty days. 

And David rose up early in the morning and left 
the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as 
Jesse had commanded him; and he came to the trench 
as the host was going forth to the fight, and shouted 
for the battle; for Israel and the Philistines had put 
the battle in array, army against army. . 

And David left his carriage in the hand of the keeper 
of the carriage and ran into the army, and came and 
saluted his brethren. And as he talked with them, 
behold! there came up the champion, the Philistine 
of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the 
Philistines, and spake according to the same words; 
and David heard them. And all the men of Israel 
when they saw the man, fled from him and were 
sore afraid. 

And the men of Israel said, “‘Have ye seen this 
man that is come up? Surely to defy Israel is he 
come up; and it shall be that the man who killeth 
him, the king will enrich him with great riches and 
will give him his daughter and make his father’s 
house free in Israel.” 

And David spake to the men that stood by him, 
saying, “What shall be done to the man that killeth 
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this Philistine, and taketh away the reproach from 
Israel? for who is this Philistine that he should defy 
the armies of the living God?”’ 

And the people answered him after this manner, 
saying, “‘So shall it be done to the man that killeth 
him.” 

And Eliab, his eldest brother, heard when he spake 
unto the men, and Eliab’s anger was kindled against 
David, and he said, “‘ Why camest thou down hither? 
and with whom hast thou left those few sheep in the 
wilderness? I know thy pride and the naughtiness 
of thine heart, for thou art come down that thou 
mightest see the battle.” 

And David said, “What haveI nowdone? Isthere 
not a cause?” and he turned from him toward an- 
other and spake after the same manner, and the people 
answered him again after the former manner. And 
when the words were heard which David spake, they 
rehearsed them before Saul; and he sent for him. 

And David said to Saul, “‘Let no man’s heart fail 
because of him; thy servant will go and fight with 
this Philistine.” 

And Saul said to David, “Thou art not able to go 
against this Philistine to fight with him, for thou 
art but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.” 

And David said unto Saul, “Thy servant kept his 
father’s sheep, and there came a lion and a bear and 
took a lamb out of the flock, and I went out after him 
and smote him and delivered it out of his mouth, 
and when he arose against me, I caught him by his 
beard and smote him and slew him. Thy servant 


115 


Truly Stories 


slew both the lion and the bear; and this Philistine 
shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the 
armies of the living God.’ David said, moreover, 
“The Lorp that delivered me out of the paw of the 
lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver 
me out of the hand of this Philistine.” 

And Saul said unto David, “‘Go, and the Lorp 
be with thee.” 

And Saul armed David with his armour, and he 
put a helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed 
him with a coat of mail. And David girded his 
sword upon his armour and he assayed to go, for 
he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, 
“*T cannot go with these, for I have not proved them.” 
And he put them off him. And he took his staff in 
his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of 
the brook and put them in a shepherd’s bag which 
he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand; 
and he drew near to the Philistine. And the Philis- 
tine came on and drew near unto David, and the man 
that bare the shield went before him. And when the 
Philistine looked about and saw David, he disdained 
him, for he was but a youth and ruddy and of a fair 
countenance. 

And the Philistine said unto David, “Am I a dog, 
_that thou comest to me with staves?’’ And the 
Philistine cursed David by his gods. And the Philis- 
tine said unto David, ““Come to me and I will give 
thy flesh unto the fowls of the air and to the beasts 
of the field.”’ 

Then said David to the Philistine, “‘Thou comest 
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to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a 
shield, but I come to thee in the name of the Lorp 
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou 
hast defied. And all this assembly shall know that 
the Lorp saveth not with sword and spear; for the 
battle is the Lorp’s and he will give you into our 
hands.” 

And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose and 
came and drew nigh to meet David, and David hasted 
and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. 
And David put his hand in his bag and took thence 
a stone and slang it and smote the Philistine in his 
forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead, and 
he fell upon his face to the earth. So David pre- 
vailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a 
stone, and smote the Philistine and slew him; but 
there was no sword in the hand of David. 


ait Samuel XVII: 1 to 45, 47 to 50. 
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mI N I) Elijah (e-li’‘ja) the Tishbite (tish’bit), 

, @| who was of the inhabitants of Gilead (gil’e- 
ad), said unto Ahab, “As the Lorp God 
of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there 
shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according 
to my word.” 

And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying, 
““Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide 
thyself by the brook Cherith (ké’rith), that is before 
Jordan. And it shall be that thou shalt drink of the 
brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed 
thee there.” 

So he went and did according unto the word of 
the Lorp: for he went and dwelt by the brook Che- 
rith, that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought 
him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and 
flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook. And 
it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, 
because there had been no rain in the land. 

And the word of the Lorp came unto him, saying, 
“Arise, get thee to Zarephath (z&r’e-fath), which 
belongeth to Zidon (zi’dén), and dwell there; behold, 
I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain 
thee.” 
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So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he 
came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow wo- 
man was there gathering of sticks, and he called to 
her and said, “‘Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water 
in a vessel that I may drink.”” And as she was going 
to fetch it, he called to her, and said, “Bring me, I 
pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.” 

And she said, “As the Lorp thy God liveth, I 
have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel 
and a little oil in a cruse; and, behold, I am gathering 
two sticks that I may go in and dress it for me and 
my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 

And Elijah said unto her, “‘Fear not! go and do as 
thou hast said; but make me thereof a little cake 
first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee 
and for thy son. For thus saith the Lorp God of 
Israel, ‘The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither 
shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lorp 
sendeth rain upon the earth!’”’ 

And she went and did according to the saying of 
Elijah; and she, and he, and her house did eat many 
days. And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither 
did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the 
Lorp, which he spake by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, that the 
son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell 
sick, and his sickness was so sore that there was no 
breath left in him. And she said unto Elijah, “What 
have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? Art 
thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, 
and to slay my son?” 
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And he said unto her, “‘Give me thy son. And he 
took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into 
a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own 
bed. And he cried unto the Lorp, and the Lorp 
heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child 
came unto him again and he revived. 

And Elijah took the child and brought him down 
out of the chamber into the house, and delivered 
him unto his mother; and Elijah said, “See, thy son 
liveth!”’ 

And the woman said to Elijah, “Now by this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and that the word 
of the Lorp in thy mouth is truth.” 


—I Kings XVII: 1 to 19, 22 to 24. 
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ND it came to pass after many days that the 
word of the Lorp came to Elijah in the 
third year, saying, “Go, shew thyself unto 
Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.” 
And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. 

And there was a sore famine in Samaria (sa-ma/ri-a). 

And Ahab called Obadiah (6’ba-di’a), which was the 

governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the 

Lorp greatly; for it was so, when Jezebel (jéz’e-bél) 

cut off the prophets of the Lorn, that Obadiah took 

a hundred prophets and hid them by fifty in a cave, 

and fed them with bread and water.) 

And Ahab said unto Obadiah, “‘Go into the land, 
unto all fountains of water and unto all brooks; 
peradventure we may find grass to save the horses 
and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts.” 

So they divided the land between them to pass 
throughout it; Ahab went one way by himself and 
Obadiah went another way by himself. And as 
Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him; 
and he knew him and fell on his face, and said, “Art 
thou that my lord Elijah?” 

And he answered him, “I am; go, tell thy lord, 
‘Behold, Elijah is here.’ ” 
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And he said: 

*“What have I sinned that thou wouldest deliver 
thy servant into the hand of Ahab to slay me? As 
the Lorp thy God liveth, there is no nation or king- 
dom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee, 
and when they said,‘ He is not there,’ he took an oath 
of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee 
not. And now thou sayest, ‘Go, tell thy lord, “Be- 
hold Elijah is here.” ’ 

‘And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone 
from thee, that the Spirit of the Lorp shall carry 
thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell 
Ahab and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me. But 
I thy servant fear the Lorp from my youth. Was 
it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the 
prophets of the Lorp, how I hid a hundred men of 
the Lorp’s prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them 
with bread and water? And now thou sayest, ‘Go 
tell thy lord, “‘ Behold, Elijah is here.” ® and he shall 
slay me.” 

And Elijah said, “As the Lorp of hosts liveth, 
before whom [ stand, I will surely shew myself unto 
him today.” 

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him, and 
Ahab went to meet Elijah. And it came to pass, 
when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, 
“Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” 

And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel; 
but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have 
forsaken the commandments of the Lorp, and thou 
has followed Baalim (ba/al-im). Now, therefore, 
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send and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, 
and the Prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and 
the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat 
at Jezebel’s table.” 

So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel and 
gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 
And Elijah came unto all the people,’ and said, 
“How long halt ye between two opinions? If the 
Lorp be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
him.” And the people answered him not a word. 

Then said Elijah unto the people: 

“T, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lorp; 
but Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 
Let them, therefore, give us two bullocks; and let 
them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it 
in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under; 
and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, 
and put no fire under. 

**And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will 
call on the name of the Lorp; and the God that 
answereth by fire, let him be God!’ 

And all the people answered, and said, “It is well 
spoken.” 

And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, “Choose 
you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first, 
for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, 
but put no fire under.” 

And they took the bullock which was given them, 
and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning even until noon, saying, “O Baal, 
hear us!” But there was no voice nor any that an- 
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swered, and they leaped upon the altar which was 
made. 

And it came to pass at noon that Elijah mocked 
them, and said, “Cry aloud; for he is a god; either 
he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, 
or peradventure he sleepeth and must be awaked.” 

And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after 
their manner with knives and lancets. And it came 
to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied 
until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 
that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor 
any that regarded. 

And Elijah said unto all the people, ““Come near 
unto me.” And all the people came near unto him, 
and he repaired the altar of the Lorp that was 
broken down. And Elijah took twelve stones, ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes of the sons of 
Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lorp came, 
saying, “Israel shall be thy name.” And with the 
stones he built an altar in the name of the Lorp; 
and he made a trench about the altar, as great as 
would contain two measures of seed; and he put the 
wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and 
laid him on the wood, and said, “‘ Fill four barrels 
with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and 
on the wood.’ And he said, ‘‘ Do it the second time.” 
And they did it the second time. And he said, ““Do 
it the third time.” And they did it the third time. 
And the water ran round about the altar; and he 
filled the trench also with water. 

And it came to pass at the time of the offering of 
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the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came 
near, and said, ““Lorp God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
of Israel let it be known this day that thou art God 
in Israel, and that I am thy servant. and that I have 
done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Lorp, 
hear me, that this people may know that thou art 
the Lorp God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again!” 

Then the fire of the Lorp fell and consumed the 
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and 
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 
trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces; and they said, “The Lorp, he is the 
God! The Lorp, he is the God!’ 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, “Get thee up, eat 
and drink, for there is a sound of abundance of 
rain.” 

So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah 
went up to the top of Carmel, and he cast himself 
down upon the earth, and put his face between his 
knees, and said to his servant, “Go up now, look 
toward the sea.”” And he went up and looked, and 
said, ‘““There is nothing.”” And he said, “Go again 
seven times.” 

And it came to pass at the seventh time that he 
said, ‘Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the 
sea, like a man’s hand.” And he said, “Go up, say 
unto Ahab, ‘Prepare thy chariot and get thee down, 
that the rain stop thee not.’ ” 

And it came to pass in the meanwhile that the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there 
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was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to 
Jezreel (jéz’re-él). And the hand of the Lorp was 
on Elijah; and he girded up his loins and ran before 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 


—I Kings XVIII: 1 to 39, 41 to 46. 
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ND Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had 
done, and withal how he had slain all the 
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel 
sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, “‘So 

let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not 

thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about 
this time.” 

And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his 
life, and came to Beer-sheba (bé’ér-shé’ba), which 
belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there. But 
he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, 
and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he 
requested for himself that he might die; and said, 
“It is enough; now, O Lorp, take away my life, 
for I am not better than my fathers.” 

And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, be- 
hold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, 
“Arise and eat!’ And he looked and, behold, there 
was a cake baken on the coals and a cruse of water 
at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him 
down again. 

And the angel of the Lorp came again the second 
time, and touched him, and said, “Arise and eat, 
because the journey is too great for thee.” And he 
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arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength. 
of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb: 
the mount of God. 

And he came thither unto a cave and lodged there; 
and, behold, the word of the Lorp came to him, and 
he said unto him, “What doest thou here, Elijah?” 

And he said, “I have been very jealous for the 
Lorp God of hosts; for the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even 
I only, am left; and they seek my life to take it away.” 

And he said, “Go forth, and stand upon the mount 
before the Lorp.”’ 

And, behold, the Lorp passed by; and a great 
and strong wind rent the mountains and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the Lorp; but the Lorp was 
not in the wind: and after the wind, an earthquake;* 
but the Lorp was not in the earthquake: and after 
the earthquake, a fire; but the Lorp was not in the 
fire: and after. the fire, a still small voice. 

And it was so when Elijah heard it that he wrapped 
his face in his mantle, and went out and stood in 
the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came 
a voice unto him, and said, “What doest thou here, 
Elijah?” 

And he said, “I have been very jealous for the 
Lorp God of hosts: because the children of Israel 
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even 
I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take 
it away.” 
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And the Lorp said unto him, “Go, return on thy 
way to the wilderness of Damascus (da-mis’kis); 
and when thou comest, anoint Hazael (hiz’a-él) to 
be king over Syria, and Jehu (jé’hu), the son of Nim- 
shi (nim’shi), shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel; 
and Elisha, the son of Shaphat (sha’fat), of Abel- 
meholah (a’bel me-h6’-lah), shalt thou anoint to be 
prophet in thy room.” | 

So he departed thence, and found Elisha, the son 
of Shaphat, who was ploughing with twelve yoke 
of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth; and 
Elijah passed by him and cast his mantle upon him; 
and he left the oxen, and arose and went after Elijah 
and ministered unto him. 


—I Kings XIX: 1 to 16, 19, 20 (first part); 21, 
(last part). 
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ND it came to pass when the Lorp would take 
up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that 
Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And 
Elijah said unto Elisha, “Tarry here, I 

pray thee, for the Lorp hath sent me to Beth-el.”’ 

And Elisha said unto him, “As the Lorp liveth, and 

as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” So they 

went down to Beth-el. 

And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el 
came forth to Elisha and said unto him, “‘ Knowest 
thou that the Lorp will take away thy master from 
thy head today?” And he said, “Yea, I know it; 
hold ye your peace.” 

And Elijah said unto him, “Elisha, tarry here, I 
pray thee, for the Lorp hath sent me to Jericho.” 
And he said, “As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul 
liveth, I will not leave thee.” So they came to 
Jericho. 

And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho 
came to Elisha and said unto him, “‘ Knowest thou 
that the Lorp will take away thy master from thy 
head today?” And he answered, “‘ Yea, I know it; 
hold ye your peace.”’ 

And Elijah said unto him, “Tarry, I pray thee, 
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here, for the Lorp hath sent me to Jordan.’’ And 
he said, “As the Lorp liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 
I will not leave thee.”” And they two went on. 

And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and 
stood to view afar off;’and they two stood by Jordan. 
And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, 
and smote the waters and they were divided hither 
and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. 

And it came to pass, when they were gone over, 
that Elijah said unto Elisha, “Ask what I shall do 
for thee, before I be taken away from thee.” And 
Elisha said, “I pray thee, let a double portion of thy 
spirit be upon me!” 

And he said, “Thou hast asked a hard thing; never- 
theless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, 
it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.” 

And it came to pass as they still went on, and 
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire 
and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; 
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

And Elisha saw it, and he cried, “My father! My 
father! The chariot of Israel and the horsemen 
thereof!’ And he saw him no more. 


—II Kings I: 1 to 12. 
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OW there cried a certain woman of the wives 
of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, 
saying, ““Thy servant, my husband, is dead, 
and thou knowest that thy servant did 

fear the Lorp; and the creditor is come to take unto 

him my two sons to be bondmen.” 

And Elisha said unto her, “‘What shall I do for 
thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house?” 

And she said, “Thine handmaid hath not any- 
thing in the house save a pot of oil.” 

Then he said, “‘Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of 
all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a 
few, and when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the 
door upon thee and upon thy sons and shalt pour out 
into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that 
which is full.” 

So she went from him, and shut the door upon her 
and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to 
her; and she poured out. And it came to pass when 
the vessels were full that she said unto her son, “ Bring 
me yet a vessel.” And he said unto her, “There is not 
a vessel more.” And the oil stayed. 

Then she came and told the man of God, and he 
said, “‘Go, sell the oil and pay thy debt, and live 
thou and thy children of the rest.” 

—II Kings IV: 1 to 7. 
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THE SHUNAMMITE’S SON 


A; Shunem where was a great woman and she 
8] constrained him to eat bread; and so it 

was that as oft as he passed by, he turned in 
thither to eat bread. And she said unto her husband, 
“Behold, now, I perceive that this is a holy man of 
God, which passeth by us continually. Let us make 
a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall, and let us 
set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and 
a candlestick; and it shall be, when he cometh to 
us, that he shall turn in thither.” 

And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he 
turned into the chamber and lay there. And he 
said to Gehazi (ge-ha’zi), his servant, “Call this Shu- 
nammite (shi’nam-mite).”’ And when he had called 
her, she stood before him, and he said unto him, 
*‘Say now unto her, ‘Behold, thou has been careful 
for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? 
Wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the 
captain of the host?’”’ And she answered, “I dwell 
among mine own people.” 

And he said, “‘What, then, is to be done for her?” 
And Gehazi answered, “Verily, she hath no child!” 
And he said, “Call her.” And when he had called 
her, she stood in the door, and he said, “About this 
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season thou shalt embrace a son.” And she said, 
** Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto 
thine handmaid.”’ 

And the woman bare a son at that season that 
Elisha had said unto her; and when the child was 
grown, it fell on a day that he went out to his father 
to the reapers. And he said unto his father, “My 
head, my head!’ And he said to a lad, “Carry him 
to his mother.”” And when he had taken him and 
brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till 
noon, and then died. And she went up and laid him 
on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon 
him and went out. 

And she called unto her husband, and said, “‘Send 
me, I pray thee, one of the young men and one of 
the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and 
come again.” 

And he said, “Wherefore wilt thou go to him 
today? It is neither new moon nor sabbath.”’ 

And she said, “‘It shall be well.” 

Then she saddled an ass and said to her servant, 
“Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, 
except I bid thee.” ‘So she went and came unto the 
man of God to mount Carmel. 

And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her 
afar off, that he said to Gehazi, his servant, “‘ Be- 
hold, yonder is that shu’nam-ite; Run, now, I pray 
thee, to meet her and say unto her, ‘Is it well with 
thee? Is it well with thy husband? Is it well with 
the child?’’’ And she answered, “‘It is well.” 

And when she came to the man of God to the hill, 
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she caught him by the feet, but Gehazi came near 
to thrust her away. And the man of God said, “Let 
her alone; for her soul is vexed within her; and the 
Lorp hath hid it from me and hath not told me.” 

Then she said, “Did I desire a son of my lord? 
Did I not say, ‘Do not deceive me’?” 

Then he said to Gehazi, “Gird up thy loins and 
take my staff in thine hand and go thy way; if thou 
meet any man, salute him not, and if any salute thee, 
answer him not again; and lay my staff upon the 
face of the child.” 

And the mother of the child said, “‘As the Lorp 
liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” 

And he arose and followed her. And Gehazi passed 
on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the 
child, but there was neither voice nor hearing. Where- 
fore he went again to meet him, and told him, saying, 
“The child is not awaked.” 

And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, 
the child was dead and laid upon his bed. He went 
in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, 
and prayed unto the Lorp; and the child opened his 
eyes. And he called Gehazi, and said, “Call this 
Shunammite.” So he called her. 

And when she was come in unto him, he said, 
“Take up thy son.” ‘Then she went in and fell at 
his feet and bowed herself to the ground, and took 
up her son. 


—II Kings IV: 8 to 33 35, (last part) 36 and 87. 
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FEEDING THE HUNDRED 


aD ND there came a man from Baal-shalisha 

* @ (ba/al-shal’i-sha), and brought the man of 
God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves 
of barley and full ears of corn in the husk 
thereof. And he said, “Give unto the people that 
they may eat.” 

And his servitor said, “What, should I set this be- 
fore a hundred men?” 

He said again, “Give the people that they may 
eat; for thus saith the Lorp, ‘They shall. eat, and 
shall leave thereof.’ ” 

So he set it before them, and they did eat, and 
left thereof, according to the word of the Lorp. 


—ITI Kings 1V: 42 to 44. 
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NAAMAN, THE LEPER 


= |OW Naaman (na/a-min), captain of the host 
)} of the king of Syria, was a great man with 
his master and honourable, because by him 
the Lorp had given deliverance unto Syria; 
he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a 
leper. 

And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and 
had brought away captive out of the land of Israel 
a litthe maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife. 
And she said unto her mistress, ““Would God my 
lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! For 
he would recover him of his leprosy.”” And one went 
in and told his lord, saying, thus and thus said the 
maid that is of the land of Israel. 

And the king of Syria said, “Go to! Go, and I 
will send a letter unto the king of Israel.”’ And he 
departed and took with him ten talents of silver, 
and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of 
raiment: and he brought the letter to the king of 
Israel, saying, ‘‘Now when this letter is come unto 
thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my ser- 
vant to thee that thou mayest recover him of his 
leprosy.” 
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And it came to pass when the king of Israel had 
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, 
“Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man 
doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? 
Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seek- 
eth a quarrel against me!” 

And it was so when Elisha the man of God had 
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, 
that he sent to the king, saying, “Wherefore hast 
thou rent thy clothes? Let him come now to me and 
he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his 
chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 
And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, “‘Go 
and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall 
come again to thee and thou shalt be clean.” 

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, 
**Behold, I thought, he will surely come out to me and 
stand and call on the name of the Lorp his God, and 
strike his hand over the place and recover the leper. 
Are not Abana and Pharpar (far’pir), rivers of Damas- 
cus (da-mis’ktis), better than all the waters of Israel? 
may I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned 
and went away in a rage. 

And his servants came near and spake unto him, 
and said, ““My father, if the prophet had bid thee 
do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done 
it? how much rather, then, when he saith to thee, 
‘Wash, and be clean’?” Then went he down and 
dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to 
the saying of the man of God, and his flesh came 
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again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean. 

And he returned to the man of God, he and all his 
company, and came and stood before him; and he 
said, ““Behold! Now I know that there is no God 
in all the earth but in Israel.” 


—II Kings V: 1 to 16. 
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THE AXE HEAD THAT 
SWAM 


ND the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, 
el“ Behold, now, the place where we dwell with 
thee is too strait for us. Let us go, we pray 
thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every 
man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where 
we may dwell.” 

And he answered, “Go ye.” 

And one said, ~ Be content, I pray thee, and go 
with thy servants.’ 

And he answered, “I will go.” 

So he went with them. And when they came to 
Jordan, they cut down wood; but as one was felling 
a beam, the axe head fell into the water, and he cried, 
and said, “Alas, Master!” For it was borrowed. 

And the man of God said, “‘ Where fell it?’’ 

And he shewed him the place. And he cut down 
a stick and cast it in thither; and the iron did swim. 

Therefore said he, “Take it up to thee.” 

And he put out his hand and took it. 


—II Kings VI: 1 to 7. 
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THE HORSES AND CHARIOTS 
OF THE LORD 


e3 —=Q|HEN the king of Syria warred against Israel, 
CG) and took counsel with his servants, saying, 
} “In such and such a place shall be my 
camp.” 

And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, 
saying, “Beware that thou pass not such a place, 
for thither the Syrians are come down.” 

And the king of Israel sent to the place which the 
man of God told him and warned him of, and saved 
himself there, not once nor twice. Therefore the 
heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this 
thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, 
“Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king of 
Israel?” 

And one of his servants said, “‘None, my lord, O 
king! But Elisha the prophet that is in Israel, telleth 
the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in 
thy bed chamber.” 

And he said, “Go and spy where he is, that I may 
send and fetch him.” And it was told him, saying, 
‘Behold, he is in Dothan.” 

Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and 
a great host; and they came by night, and compassed 
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the city about. And when the servant of the man of 
God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, a host 
compassed the city both with horses and chariots. 
And his servant said unto him, “Alas, my master! 
How shall we do?” And he answered, “Fear not! 
For they that be with us are more than they that be 
with them.” 

And Elisha prayed, and said, ‘“‘Lorp, I pray thee, 
open his eyes that he may see.” And the Lorp 
opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and, 
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha. 

And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed 
unto the Lorp, and said, “‘Smite this people, I pray 
thee, with blindness!” And he smote them with 
blindness according to the word of Elisha. And 
Elisha said unto them, “‘This is not the way, neither 
is this the city; follow me, and I will bring you to 
the man whom ye seek.” But he led them to Sa- 
maria. 

And it came to pass, when they were come into 
Samaria, that Elisha said, ““Lorp, open the eyes of 
these men, that they may see.” And the Lorp 
opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they 
were in the midst of Samaria. 

And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he 
saw them, “My father, shall I smite them? Shall 
I smite them?” 

And he answered, “Thou shalt not smite them; 
wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken 
captive with thy sword and with thy bow? Set 
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bread and water before them, that they may eat and 
drink, and go to their master.” 

And he prepared great provision for them; and 
when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away 
and they went to their master. So the bands of 
Syria came no more into the land of Israel. 


—II Kings VI: 8 to 28. 
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PULSE AND WATER 


R]N THE third year of the reign of Jehoiakim 
} Al (je-hoi’a-kim), king of Judah, came Nebu- 
chadnezzar (néb’i-kad-néz-zir), king of 
Babylon, unto Jerusalem and_ besieged 
it. And the Lorp gave Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
into his hand, with part of the vessels of the house of 
God; which he carried into the land of Shinar (shi’nir) 
to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels 
into the treasure house of his god. 

And the king spake unto Ash-penaz (ash’pe-n&z), 
the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring cer- 
tain of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed 
and of the princes; children in whom was no blemish, 
but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cun- 
ning in knowledge, and understanding science, and 
such as had ability in them to stand in the king’s 
palace, and whom they might teach the learning and 
the tongue of the Chaldeans (kal-dé’ans). 

And the king appointed them a daily provision of 
the king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank; so 
nourishing them three years that at the end thereof 
they might stand before the king. Now among these 
were of the children of Judah, Daniel (dan’‘j-el), 
Hananiah (han’a-ni’ah), Mishael, and Azariah (4z’a- 
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ri’ah); unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave 
names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belte- 
shazzar (bél’te-shaz’-zir); and to Hananiah, of Sha- 
drach (sha’-drak); and to Mishael (mish’4-él), of 
Meshach (mé’shak); and to Azariah, of Abed-nego 
(a-béd’ne-g6). . 

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank; therefore, he requested 
of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not de- 
file himself. Now God had brought Daniel into favour 
and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. 

And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, 
“TY fear my lord, the king, who hath appointed your 
meat and your drink; for why should he see your 
faces worse liking than the children which are of your 
sort? Then shall ye make me endanger my head to 
the king.” 

Then said Daniel to Melzar (mél’zar), whom the 
prince of the eunuchs had sent over Daniel, Hana- 
niah, Mishael, and Azariah, “‘ Prove thy servants, I 
beseech thee, ten days: and let them give us pulse * 
to eat and water to drink. Then let our countenances 
be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of 
the children that eat of the portion of the king’s 
meat; and as thou seest, deal with thy servants.” 

So he consented to them in this matter, and proved 
them ten days, and at the end of ten days their 
countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than 
all the children which did eat the portion of the 


*Leguminous plants or their seeds, as beans, pease, etc. 
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king’s meat. Thus Melzar took away the portion of 
their meat, and the wine that they should drink; 
and gave them pulse. 

As for these four children, God gave them knowl- 
edge and skill in all learning and wisdom; and Daniel 
had understanding in all visions and dreams. 

Now at the end of the days that the king had said 
he should bring them in, then the prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar; and the 
king communed with them, and among them all was 
found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah; therefore stood they before the king. 

And in all matters of wisdom and understanding 
that the king inquired of them, he found them ten 
times better than all the magicians and astrologers 
that were in all his realm. 

And Daniel continued even unto the first year of 
king Cyrus (si’ris). 

—Daniel I. 
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ae-~1N 1) in the second year of the reign of Nebu- 
(= @| chadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed 
dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, 
and his sleep brake from him. Then the 
king commanded to call the magicians, and the as- 
trologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for 
to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood 
before the king. 

And the king said unto them, “I have dreamed a 
dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the 
dream.” 

Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriac, 
“O king, live for ever! Tell thy servants the dream, 
and we will shew the interpretation.” 

The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, 
“The thing is gone from me; if ye will not make 
known unto me the dream, with the interpretation 
thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses 
shall be destroyed; but if ye shew the dream and the 
interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts 
and rewards and great honour; therefore shew me 
the dream, and the interpretation thereof.” 

They answered again, and said, “Let the king tell 
his servants the dream, and we will shew the inter- 
pretation of it.” 
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The king answered, and said, “I know of cer- 
tainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see 
the thing is gone from me. But if ye will not make 
known unto me the dream, there ic but one decree for 
you; for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words 
to speak before me, till the time be changed; there- 
fore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye 
can shew me the interpretation thereof.” 

The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, 
“There is not a man upon the earth that can shew 
the king’s matter; therefore there is no king, lord, 
nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, 
or astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing 
that the king requireth, and there is none other that 
can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose 
dwelling is not with flesh.” 

For this cause the king was angry and very furious, 
and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Bab- 
ylon (bab’i-ltin). And the decree went forth that 
the wise men should be slain; and they sought Daniel 
and. his fellows to be slain. 

Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom 
to Arioch (a’ri-dk), the captain of the king’s guard, 
which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Baby- 
lon; he answered and said to Arioch, the king’s 
captain, ““Why is the decree so hasty from the 
king?” Then Arioch made the thing known to 
Daniel. 

Then Daniel went in and desired of the king that 
he would give him time, and that he would shew the 
king the interpretation. Then Daniel went to his 
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house, and made the thing known to Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions; that they 
would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning 
this secret; that Daniel and his fellows should not 
perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 

Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a 
night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of 
heaven. Daniel answered, and said, “‘Blessed be 
the name of God for ever and ever; for wisdom and 
might are his; and he changeth the times and the 
seasons; he removeth kings, and setteth up kings; 
he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge 
to them that know understanding. He revealeth 
the deep and secret things; he knoweth what is in the 
darkness, and the light dwelleth with him. 

“T thank thee and praise thee, O thou God of my 
fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, and 
hast made known unto me now what we desired of 
thee; for thou hast now made known unto us the 
king’s matter.” 

Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the 
king had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon; 
he went and said thus unto him, “Destroy not the 
wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the king 
and I will shew unto the king the interpretation.” 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in 
haste, and said thus unto him, “I have found a man of 
the captives of Judah that will make known unto the 
king the interpretation.” 

The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name 
was Belteshazzar, “Art thou able to make known 
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pretation thereof?” 

Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and 
said, “‘The secret which the king hath demanded 
cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, 
the soothsayers, shew unto the king. But there is a 
God in heaven that revealeth secrets and maketh 
known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in 
the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy 
head upon thy bed, are these: 

*As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy 
mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass here- 
after; and he that revealeth secrets maketh known 
to thee what shall come to pass. But as for me, this 
secret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I 
have more than any living, but for their sakes that 
shall make known the interpretation to the king, and 
that thou mightest know the thoughts of thy heart. 

“Thou, O king, sawest, and, behold, a great image! 
This great image, whose brightness was excellent, 
stood before thee, and the form thereof was terrible. 
This image’s head was of fine gold, his breast and his 
arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his 
legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without 
hands, which smote the image upon his feet that 
were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and 
the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the 
wind carried them away, that no place was found 


150 


From the Surely Bible 


for them; and the stone that smote the image be- 
came a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

“This is the dream; and we will tell the interpre- 
tation thereof before the king. 

“Thou, O king, art a king of kings! For the God 
of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children 
of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of 
the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath 
made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head 
of gold. 7 

“And after thee shall arise another kingdom in- 
ferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, 
which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the 
fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron; forasmuch as 
iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things, and 
as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces 
and bruise. 

“And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part 
of potters’ clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall 
be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of 
the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed 
with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part 
of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be 
partly strong and partly broken. And whereas thou 
sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle 
themselves with the children of men, but they shall 
not cleave one to another even as iron is not mixed 
with clay. 

‘And in the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be de- 
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stroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all 
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. 

“Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, and that 
it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the 
silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known 
to the king what shall come to pass hereafter and the 
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face 
and worshipped Daniel, and commanded that they 
should offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him. 

The king answered unto Daniel, and said, “Of a 
truth, it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a 
Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou 
couldest reveal this secret.” 

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave 
him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon, and chief of the govern- 
ors over all the wise men of Babylon. 

Then Daniel requested of the king, and he set 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego over the affairs 
of the province of Babylon; but Daniel sat in the 
gate of the king. 

—Daniel IT. 
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THE FIERY FURNACE 


S|EBUCHADNEZZAR, the king, made an 
NM} image of gold whose height was threescore 
cubits and the breadth thereof six cubits; 
he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon. Then Nebuchadnezzar, the 
king, sent to gather together the princes, the govern- 
ors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, 
the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the 
provinces, to come to the dedication of the image 
which Nebuchadnezzar, the king, had set up. Then 
the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, 
the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all 
the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the king, had set up. 

Then a herald cried aloud, “To you it is com- 
manded, O people, nations and languages, that at 
what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, 
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, 
ye fall down and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up; and whoso 
falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same 
hour be cast into the midst of a burning fiery fur- 
nace. 
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Therefore, at that time, when all the people 
heard the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and all kinds of music, all the people, the 
nations, and the languages, fell down and worshipped 
the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had 
set up. Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans 
came near and accused the Jews. They spake and 
said to the king Nebuchadnezzar: 

**O king, live for ever! Thou, O king, hast made 
a decree that every man that shall hear the sound of 
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dul- 
cimer, and all kinds of music, shall fall down and 
worship the golden image; and whoso falleth not 
down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into 
the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There are cer- 
tain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon; Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego; these men, O king, have not regarded thee, 
they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden im- 
age which thou hast set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury com- 
manded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
nego; then they brought these men before the king 
Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, “Is 
it true, O Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego? Do 
not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image 
which I have set up? Now if ye be ready that at 
what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music, ye fall down and worship the image which I 
have made, well; but if ye worship not, ye shall be 
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cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery 
furnace. And who is that God that shall deliver you 
out of my hands?” 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego answered and 
said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, 
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the 
form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego; therefore, he spake and 
commanded that they should heat the furnace one 
seven times more than it was wont to be heated. 
And he commanded the most mighty men that were 
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach and Abed- 
nego and to cast them into the burning fiery fur- 
nace. Then these men were bound in their coats, 
their hosen, and their hats, and their other garments, 
and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. 

Therefore, because the king’s commandment was 
urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of 
the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Me- 
shach and Abed-nego; and these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace. Then Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king was astonied and rose up in haste 
and spake, and said unto his counsellors, “Did not 
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we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?” 
They answered and said unto the king, “True, O 
king.” He answered and said, “Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire and they have 
no hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth 
of the burning fiery furnace and spake and said, 
““Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants 
of the most high God, come forth, and come hither.” 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego came forth 
of the midst of the fire. And the princes, governors, 
and captains, and the king’s counsellors, being gath- 
ered together, saw these men upon whose bodies the 
fire had no power, nor was a hair of their head singed 
neither were their coats changed, nor the smell of 
fire had passed on them. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar spake and said, ‘ ‘Blessed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who 
hath sent his angel and delivered his servants that 
trusted in him, and have changed the king’s word, 
and yielded their bodies, that they might not serve 
nor worship any god, except their own God. There- 
fore, I make a decree, that every people, nation, and 
language, which speak any thing amiss against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be 
cut in pieces, because there is no other God that 
can deliver after this sort.” 

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 


—Daniel ITI. 
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THE TREE THAT WAS CUT 
DOWN 


EBUCHADNEZZAR the king, unto all people, 
nations, and languages, that dwell in all 
the earth; peace be multiplied unto you! 
I thought it good to shew the signs and 

wonders that the high God hath wrought toward me. 

How great are his signs! And how mighty are his 

wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

and his dominion is from generation to generation! 

I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house and 
flourishing in my palace: I saw a dream which made 
me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the 
visions of my head troubled me. Therefore, made 
I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon 
before me, that they might make known unto me the 
interpretation of the dream. 

Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers; and I told the dream 
before them; but they did not make known unto me 
the interpretation thereof. But at the last Daniel 
came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar, 
according to the name of my god, and in whom is 
the spirit of the holy gods; and before him I told 
the dream, saying: 
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“© Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, be- 
cause I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in 
thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions 
of my dream that I have seen, and the interpreta- 
tion thereof! 

“Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed: 
I saw, and behold a tree in the midst of the earth, 
and the height thereof was great. The tree grew 
and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto 
heaven, and the sight thereof to the end of all the 
earth: the leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit 
thereof much and in it was meat for all: the beasts 
of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of 
the heaven dwelt in the boughs thereof, and all 
flesh was fed of it. 

“T saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, 
and behold, a watcher and a holy one came down 
from heaven; he cried aloud, and said thus, ‘Hew 
down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his 
leaves, and scatter his fruit; let the beasts get away 
from under it, and the fowls from his branches: 
nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots in the earth, 
even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 
grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of 
heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the 
grass of the earth; let his heart be changed from man’s 
and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let 
seven times pass over him.’ 

“This matter is by the decree of the watchers, 
and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to 
the intent that the living may know that the Most 
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High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the 
basest of men. ; 

“This dream I, king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. 
Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpreta- 
tion thereof! Forasmuch as all the wise men of my 
kingdom are not able to make known unto me the 
interpretation; but thou art able, for the spirit of 
the holy gods is in thee.” 

Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was 
astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. 
The king spake and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the 
dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee.” 

Belteshazzar answered and said: 

“My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, 
and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. 

“The tree that thou sawest, which grew and was 
strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, and 
the sight thereof to all the earth; whose leaves were 
fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat 
for all; under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and 
upon whose branches the fowls of the heaven had 
their habitation: it is thou, O king, that art grown 
and become strong; for thy greatness is grown and 
reacheth unto heaven and thy dominion to the end 
of the earth. 

**And whereas the king saw a watcher and a holy 
one coming down from heaven, and saying, ‘Hew 
the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump 
of the roots thereof in the earth, even with a band 
of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; 
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and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his 
portion be with the beasts of the field, till seven 
times pass over him: 

“This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the 
decree of the Most High, which is come upon my 
lord the king: 

“That they shall drive thee from men and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they , 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall 
wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times 
shall pass over thee, till thou know that the Most 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 
to whomsoever he will. And whereas they com- 
manded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy 
kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt 
have known that the heavens do rule. 

“Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable 
unto thee, and break-off thy sins by righteousness 
and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; 
if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquillity.” 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 
At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace 
of the kingdom of Babylon. The king spake and 
said, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built 
for the house of the kingdom by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majesty?” 

While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell 
a voice from heaven saying, ““O king Nebuchadnez- 
zar, to thee it is spoken; the kingdom is departed 
from thee; And they shall drive thee from men, and 
thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field; 
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they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven 
times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the 
Most High ruieth in the kingdom of men, and giveth 
it to whomsoever he will.” 

The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Neb- 
uchadnezzar; and he was driven from men, and did 
eat grass as oxen and his body was wet with the dew 
of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ 
feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws. 

And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar 
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine under- 
standing returned unto me, and I blessed the Most 
High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth 
for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion 
and his kingdom is from generation to generation. 
And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as 
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, 
“What doest thou?” 

At the same time my reason returned unto me; 
and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and 
brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors 
and my lord sought unto me; and I was established 
in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added 
unto me. 

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour 
the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and 
his ways judgment; and those that walk in pride he 
is able to abase! 

—Daniel IV. 
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WEIGHED IN THE BALANCE 


>: ELSHAZZAR, (bél-shiz’zir), the king, made 


Nap a great feast toa thousand of his lords, and 
364) drank wine before the thousand. Belshaz- 

zar, while he tasted the wine, commanded to 
bring the golden and silver vessels which his father 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which 
was in Jerusalem; that the king and his princes might 
drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels 
that were taken out of the temple of the house of 
God which was at Jerusalem, and the king and his 
princes drank in them. They drank wine and praised 
the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of 
wood, and of stone. 

In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s 
hand. and wrote over against the candlestick upon 
the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace; and the . 
king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the 
king’s countenance was changed and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were 
loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 

The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, 
the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers; and the king 
spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, “‘ Who- 
soever shall read this writing and shew me the inter- 
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pretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet and 
have a chain of gold about his neck and shall be 
the third ruler in the kingdom.” 

Then came in all the king’s wise men; but they 
could not read the writing, nor make known to the 
king the interpretation thereof. Then was king 
Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance 
was changed in him, and his lords were astonied. 
Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king 
and his lords, came into the banquet house; and the 
queen spake, and said: 

““Oking, live for ever! Let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy countenance be changed! There is 
@ man in thy kingdom in whom is the spirit of the 
holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and 
understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the 
gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made 
master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, 
and soothsayers; forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and 
knowledge, and understanding, interpreting of dreams 
and shewing of hard sentences, and dissolving of 
doubts, were found in the same Daniel, whom the 
king named Belteshazzar; now let Daniel be called, 
and he will shew the interpretation.” 

Then was Daniel brought in before the king. And 
the king spake, and said unto Daniel: 

“Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children 
of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father 
brought out of Jewry? I have even heard of thee, 
that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light 
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and understanding and excellent wisdom is found in 
thee. 

‘* And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been 
brought in before me, that they should read this 
writing and make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof; but they could not shew the interpretation 
of the thing. And I have heard of thee, that thou 
canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts; 
now if thou canst read the writing and make known 
to me the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed 
with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy 
neck, and shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 

Then Daniel answered and said before the king: 

‘Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards 
to another! Yet I will read the writing unto the 
king and make known to him the interpretation. 

*“O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, 
and honour. And for the majesty that he gave him, 
all people, nations, and languages, trembled and 
feared before him; whom he would he slew; and 
whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would 
he set up: and whom he would he put down. 

*But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind 
hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly 
throne, and they took his glory from him; and he 
was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was 
made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with 
the wild asses; they fed him with grass like oxen, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he 
knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom 
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of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever 
he will. 

“* And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled 
thine heart, though thou knewest all this, but hast 
lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and 
they have brought the vessels of his house before 
thee and thou and thy lords have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and 
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, 
nor hear, nor know; and the God in whose hand thy 
breath is and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glorified. Then was the part of the hand sent from 
him and this writing was written: 

**And this is the writing that was written, MENE 
mé’ne), Meng, TEKEL (té’kél), UpHarsin (u-fir’sin). 

“This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; 
God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 
TrexeL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting. Prrres; Thy kingdom is divided, 
and given to the Medes and Persians.” 

Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed 
Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold about 
his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, 
that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chal- 
deans slain. And Darius (da-ri’iis), the Median 
(mé’di-an), took the kingdom. 


—Daniel V. 
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DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ 
DEN 


“a T PLEASED Darius to set over the kingdom 
| a hundred and twenty princes, which should 
b]/ be over the whole kingdom; and over these, 

three presidents, of whom Daniel was first, 
that the princes might give accounts unto them, 
and the king should have no damage. This Daniel 
was preferred above the presidents and princes be- 
cause an excellent spirit was in him, and the king 
thought to set him over the whole realm. Then the 
presidents and princes sought to find occasion against 
Daniel concerning the kingdom, but they could find 
none occasion nor fault, forasmuch as he was faith- 
ful, neither was there any error or fault found in 
him. Then said these men, “‘We shall not find any 
occasion against this Daniel except we find it against 
him concerning the law of his God.” 

Then these presidents and princes assembled _ to- 
gether to the king, and said thus unto him: 

“King Darius, live for ever! All the presidents 
of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the 
counsellors, and the captains, have consulted to- 
gether to establish a royal statute and to make a 
firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of 


166 


From the Surely Bible 


any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O 
king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O 
king, establish the decree and sign the writing, that 
it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes 
and Persians which altereth not.” 

Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the 
decree. | 

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, 
he went into his house, and his windows being open 
in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day and prayed and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. Then 
these men assembled and found Daniel praying and 
making supplication before his God. Then they came 
near and spake before the king concerning the king’s 
decree: 

*‘Hast thou not signed a decree that every man that 
shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty 
days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den 
of lions?” 

The king answered and said, “The thing is true, 
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, 
which altereth not.” 

Then answered they and said before the king, 
“That Daniel, which is of the children of the cap- 
tivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the 
decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition 
three times a day.” 

Then the king when he heard these words was 
sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on 
Daniel to deliver him; and he laboured till the going 
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down of the sun to deliver him. Then these men 
assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, 
*“Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Per- 
sians is, that no decree nor statute which the king 
establisheth may be changed.” 

Then the king commanded, and they brought 
Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. Now the 
king spake and said unto Daniel, “Thy God whom 
thou servest continually, he will deliver thee.”’ And 
a stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the 
den, and the king sealed it with his own signet, and 
with the signet of his lords, that the purpose might 
not be changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace and passed the 
night fasting; neither were instruments of music 
brought before him; and his sleep went from him. 
Very early in the morning the king arose and went 
in haste unto the den of lions. And when he came 
to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto 
Daniel; and the king spake and said to Daniel, 
“O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, 
whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee 
from the lions?” 

Then said Daniel unto the king, “O king, live 
for ever! My God hath sent his angel and hath shut 
the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me; for- 
asmuch as before him innocency was found in me, and 
also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and 
commanded that they should take Daniel up out 
of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den 
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and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because 
he believed in his God. 

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations 
and languages that dwell in all the earth, “Peace 
be multiplied unto you! I make a decree, that in 
every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the living 
God and steadfast for ever, and his kingdom that 
which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall 
be even unto the end. He delivereth and rescueth, 
and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in 
earth who hath delivered Daniel from the power of 
the lions.” 

So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, 
and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 


—Daniel VI: 1 to 23, 25 to 28. 
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THE FOUR BEASTS 


IN THE first year of Belshazzar, king of 
1} Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions 
of his head upon his bed; then he wrote 
the dream, and told the sum of the matters. 
Daniel spake and said: 

“T saw in my vision by night, and, behold. the 
four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. 
And four great beasts came up from the sea, di- 
verse one from another. 

“The first was like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: 
I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it 
was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon 
the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it. 

*“And behold, another beast, a second, like to a 
bear, and it raised up itself on one side and it had 
three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: 
and they said thus unto it, ‘Arise, devour much 
flesh.’ 

** After this I beheld, and lo, another, like a leopard, 
which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; 
the beast had also four heads, and dominion was 
given to it. 

“After this I saw in the night visions, and, behold, 
a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong ex- 
ceedingly; and it had great iron teeth; it devoured 
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and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with 
the feet of it; and it was diverse from all the beasts 
that were before it and it had ten horns. I consid- 
ered the horns, and, behold, there came up among 
them another little horn, before whom there were 
three of the first horns plucked up by the roots; 
and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of 
man, and a mouth speaking great things. 

“T beheld till the thrones were cast down and the 
Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white 
as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool; 
his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels 
as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came 
forth from before him; thousand thousands minis- 
tered unto him and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him; the judgment was set, and the 
books were opened. I beheld then, because of the 
voice of the great words which the horn spake; I 
beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body 
destroyed, and given to the burning flame. As con- 
cerning the rest of the beasts, they had their do- 
-minion taken away; yet their lives were prolonged 
for a season and time. 

**T saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like 
the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given him dominion, 
and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 
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“T Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of 
my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. 
I came near unto one of them that stood by and 
asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and 
made me know the interpretation of the things. 

“These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, 
which shall arise out of the earth, but the saints of 
the Most High shall take the kingdom, and possess 
the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever. 

‘Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, 
which was diverse from all the others, exceeding 
dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of 
brass, which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped 
the residue with his feet; and of the ten horns that 
were in his head, and of the other which came up, and 
before whom three fell; even of that horn that had 
eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, 
whose look was more stout than his fellows. 

“I beheld, and the same horn made war with the 
saints, and prevailed against them, until the Ancient 
of days came, and judgment was given to the saints 
of the Most High; and the time came that the saints 
possessed the kingdom. Thus he said, ‘The fourth 
beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which 
shall be diverse from all kingdoms and shall devour 
the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break 
it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this kingdom 
are ten kings that shall arise; and another shall rise 
after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, 
and he shall subdue three kings. And he shall speak 
great words against the Most High, and shall wear 
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out the saints of the Most High, and think to change 
times and laws; and they shall be given into his 
hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. 
But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away 
his dominion, to consume and to destroy it unto the 
end. 

***And the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall 
be given to the people of the saints of the Most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey him.’ 

“Hitherto is the end of the matter. As for me, 
Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my 
countenance changed in me; but I kept the matter 
in my heart.” 


—Daniel VII. 
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THE RAM AND THE HE 
GOAT 


N THE third year of the reign of king Bel- 
| shazzar a vision appeared unto me, even 
unto me, Daniel, after that which appeared 
unto me at the first. And I saw in a vision; 
and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shu- 
shan (shu’shin) in the palace, which is in the prov- 
ince of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by 
the river of Ulai (i’la-i). 

Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, 
there stood before the river a ram which had two 
horns, and the two horns were high; but one was 
higher than the other, and the higher came up last. 
I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, 
and southward; so that no beasts might stand be- 
fore him, neither was any that could deliver out of 
his hand; but he did according to his will and be- 
came great. 

And as I was considering, behold, a he goat came 
from the west on the face of the whole earth, and 
touched not the ground; and the goat had a notable 
horn between his eyes. And he came to the ram that 
had two horns, which I had seen standing before the 
river, and ran into him in the fury of his power. And 
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I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved 
with choler against him, and smote the ram and 
brake his two horns; and there was no power in the 
ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to 
the ground and stamped upon him; and there was 
none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. 

Therefore the he goat waxed very great; and when 
he was strong the great horn was broken, and for it 
came up four notable ones toward the four winds 
of heaven. And out of one of them came forth a 
little horn, which waxed exceeding great, toward the 
south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant 
land. 

And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; 
and it cast down some of the host and of the stars 
to the ground and stamped upon them. Yea, he 
magnified himself even to the prince of the host, 
and by him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and 
the place of his sanctuary was cast down. And a 
host was given him against the daily sacrifice by 
reason of transgression, and it cast down the truth 
to the ground; and it practised and prospered. 

Then I heard one saint speaking, and another 
saint said unto that certain saint which spake, “How 
long shall be the vision concerning the daily sacri- 
fice, and the transgression of desolation, to give 
both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot?” 

And he said unto me, “Unto two thousand and 
three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 
cleansed.” 
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And it came to pass, when I, even I, Daniel, had 
seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, 
behold, there stood before me as the appearance of 
a man; and I heard a man’s voice between the banks 
of Ulai, which called, and said, “Gabriel, make this 
man to understand the vision.” 

So he came near where I stood, and when he came, 
I was afraid and fell upon my face; but he said unto 
me, “‘ Understand, O son of man, for at the time of 
the end shall be the vision.” 

Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep 
sleep on my face toward the ground, but he touched 
me and set me upright, and he said: 

**Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in 
the last end of the indignation, for at the time ap- 
pointed the end shall be!” 

“The ram which thou sawest having two horns 
are the kings of Media. (mé’di-a) and Persia; and 
the rough goat is the king of Grecia (gré’shi-a); and 
the great horn that is between his eyes is the first 
king. Now that being broken, whereas four stood 
up for it, four kingdoms shall stand up out of the 
nation, but not in his power. And in the latter time 
of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to 
the full, a king of fierce countenance and understand- 
ing dark sentences, shall stand up. 

“And his power shall be mighty. but not by his 
own power; and he shall destroy wonderfully, and 
shall prosper and practise, and shall destroy the 
mighty and the holy people. And through his policy 
also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and 
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he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace 
shall destroy many; he shall also stand up against 
the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without 
hand.” 

And the vision of the evening and the morning 
which was told is true; wherefore shut thou up the 
vision, for it shall be for many days. And I, Daniel, 
fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose 
up and did the king’s business; and I was aston- 
ished at the vision, but none understood it. 


—Daniel VITI. 
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MICHAEL AND THE PRINCE 
OF PERSIA 


aR a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose 
Kk name was called Belteshazzar; and the 

thing was true, but the time appointed was 
long; and he understood the thing, and had under- 
standing of the vision. 

In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full 
weeks. I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh 
nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself 
at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

And in the four and twentieth day of the first 
month, as I was by the side of the great river, which 
is Hiddekel (hid’de-kél), then I lifted up mine eyes 
and looked, and, behold, a certain man clothed in 
linen, whose loins were girded with the fine gold of 
Uphaz (a’faz); his body also was like the beryl, and 
his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes 
as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in 
colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words 
like the voice of a multitude. 

And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men 
that were with me saw not the vision; but a great 
quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide 
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themselves. Therefore, I was left alone, and saw this 
great vision, and there remained no strength in me; 
for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, 
and I retained no strength. 

Yet heard I the voice of his words; and when I 
heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep 
sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground. 
And, behold, a hand touched me which set me upon 
my knees and upon the palms of my hands. And 
he said unto me, “O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, 
understand the words that I speak unto thee, and 
stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent.” And 
when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trem- 
bling. 

Then he said unto me: 

“Fear not, Daniel! For from the first day that 
thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to 
chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were 
heard, and I am come for thy words. But the prince 
of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty 
days; but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, 
came to help me; and I remained there with the 
kings of Persia. 

*“Now I am come to make thee understand what 
shall befall thy people in the latter days; for yet the 
vision is for many days.” And when he had spoken 
such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground 
and I became dumb. 

And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of 
men touched my lips; then I opened my mouth and 
spake, and said unto him that stood before me, “O 
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my lord, by the vision my sorrows are turned upon 
me, and I have retained no strength. For how can 
the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? 
For as for me, straightway there remaineth no 
strength in me, neither is there breath Jeft in me.” 

Then there came again and touched me one like 
the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me, 
and said, ““O man greatly beloved, fear not! Peace 
be unto thee! Be strong, yea, be strong!’ And 
when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and 
said, “‘Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened 
me.” 

Then said he, “Knowest thou wherefore I come 
unto thee? And now will I return to fight with the 
prince of Persia; and when I am gone forth, lo, the 
prince of Grecia shall come. But I will shew thee 
that which is noted in the Scripture of truth; and 
there is none that holdeth with me in these things, 
but Michael your prince.” 

—Damiel X. 
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the son of Amittai (a-mit’ta-i), saying, 
“Arise, go to Nineveh (nin’e-veh), that 
great city, and cry against it, for their 
wickedness is come up before me.” 

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lorp and went down to Joppa, and 
he found a ship going to Tarshish (tir’shish); so he 
paid the fare thereof and went down into it to go with 
them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lorp. 

But the Lorp sent out a great wind into the sea 
and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that 
the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners 
were afraid and cried every man unto his god, and 
cast forth the wares that were in the ship into the 
sea to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down 
into the sides of the ship, and he lay and was fast 
asleep. 

So the shipmaster came to him and said unto him, 
“What meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise, call upon 
thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that 
we perish not.” 

And they said every one to his fellow, “Come, 
and let us cast lots that we may know for whose cause 
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this evil is upon us.” So they cast lots and the lot 
fell upon Jonah. 

Then said they unto him, “Tell us, we pray thee, 
for whose cause this evil is upon us? what is thine 
occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy 
country and of what people art thou?” 

And he said unto them, “I am a Hebrew, and I 
fear the Lorp, the God of Heaven, which hath made 
the sea and the dry land.” 

Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said 
unto him, “Why hast thou done this?”’ For the men 
knew that he fled from the presence of the Lorp, 
because he had told them. Then said they unto him, 
“What shall we do unto thee that the sea may be 
calm unto us?” for the sea wrought and was tem- 
pestuous. 

And he said unto them, “Take me up and cast 
me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto 
you, for I know that for my sake this great tempest 
is upon you.” 

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to 
the land, but they could not, for the sea wrought 
and was tempestuous against them. Wherefore 
they cried unto the Lorp and said, ““We beseech 
thee, O Lorp, we beseech thee, let us not perish for 
this man’s life and lay not upon us innocent blood! 
For thou, O Lorp, hast done as it pleased thee.” 

So they took up Jonah and cast him forth into 
the sea, and the sea ceased from her raging. Then 
the men feared the Lorp exceedingly and offered a 
sacrifice unto the Lorp and made vows. Now the 
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Lorp had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah, 
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights. Then Jonah prayed unto the Lorp 
his God out of the fish’s belly, and said: 

*“*T cried by reason of mine affliction unto the Lorp 
and he heard me, out of the belly of hell, cried I and 
thou heardest my voice. For thou hadst cast me 
into the deep in the midst of the seas, and the floods 
compassed me about; all thy billows and thy waves 
passed over me. Then [ said, ‘I am cast out of thy 
sight, yet will I look again toward thy holy temple, 
the waters compassed me about, even to the soul, 
the depth closed me round about, the weeds were 
wrapped about my head. I went down tothe bottoms 
of the mountains, the earth with her bars was about 
me for ever, yet hast thou brought up my life from 
corruption, O Lorp my God.’ 

*“When my soul fainted within me I remembered 
the Lorp, and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine 
holy temple.’ They that observe lying vanities for- 
sake their own mercy. But I will sacrifice unto thee 
with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay that that I 
have vowed. Salvation is of the Lorp.” 

And the Lorp spake unto the fish and it vomited 
out Jonah upon the dry land. 

And the word of the Lorp came unto Joanh the 
second time, saying, “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that 
great city, and preach unto it the preaching that 
I bid thee.”” So Jonah arose and went unto Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lorp. Now Nineveh 
was an exceeding great city of three days’ journey, 
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and Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s 
journey, and he cried and said, “Yet forty days 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” 

So the people of Nineveh believed God and pro- 
claimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the great- 
est of them even to the least of them. For word came 
unto the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his 
throne and laid his robe from him, and covered him 
with sackcloth and sat in ashes. And he caused it 
to be proclaimed and published through Nineveh 
by the decree of the king and his nobles, saying: 

**Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste 
any thing; let them not feed nor drink water: but 
let man and beast be covered with sackcloth and cry 
mightily unto God; yea, let them turn every one 
from his evil way and from the violence that is in 
their hands. Who can tell if God will turn and re- 
pent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we 
perish not?” 

And God saw their works, that they turned from 
their evil way, and God repented of the evil, that he 
had said that he would do unto them; and he did it 
not. But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he 
was very angry; and he prayed unto the Lorp and 
said: 

“T pray thee, O Lorp, was not this my saying when 
I was yet in my country? Therefore, I fled before 
unto Tarshish; for I knew that thou art a gracious 
God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness, and repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, 
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O Lorp, take, I beseech thee, my life from me, for 
it is better for me to die than to live.” 

Then said the Lorn, “ Doest thou well to be angry?” 

So Jonah went out of the city and sat on the east 
side of the city, and there made him a booth and sat 
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would 
become of the city. And the Lorp God prepared a 
gourd and made it to come up over Jonah, that it 
might be a shadow over his head to deliver him from 
his grief; so Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd. 
But God prepared a worm when the morning rose 
the next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 
And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that 
God prepared a vehement east wind, and the sun 
beat upon the head of Jonah that he fainted and 
wished in himself to die, and said, “It is better for 
me to die than to live.” 

And God said to Jonah, ‘‘Doest thou well to be 
angry for the gourd?” 

And he said, “I do well to be angry, even unto 
death.” 

Then said the Lorp, ‘Thou hast had pity on the 
gourd, for the which thou hast not laboured, neither 
madest it grow, which came up in a night and per- 
ished in a night: and should I not spare Nineveh, 
that great city, wherein are more than six-score 
thousand persons that cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?” 


—Jonah I, II, III, IV. 
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